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I  would  like  to  take  this 

opportunity  to 

introduce  myself 

Maria  Tratt,  as  the  new 

editor  of  Veritas,  and  to 

thank  all  those  who 

contributed  to  this,  my 

first  issue.  Please  feel  free 

to  contact  me  with  an)' 

observations  and/or 

recommendations. 


Cover  Photograph:  "New  Tie  for  a  Turning 

Point"  by  Tom  Konigsthal  74.  Graham  Colby  '96,  tries 
on  his  iilumni  tie  for  the  first  time. 
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Letters 


Medical  Grads 

Make 
Advancements 


Drop  Me  a  Line 

I  now  live  in  London,  England  and  would  be 
thrilled  to  hear  from  anyone  from  Selwin  House  - 
past  or  present.  Do  ring  if  you  are  in  the 
neighbourhood. 


Ian  H.  Beardmore  '76 


I  am  finishing  my  M.D.  at  Universite  Laval  in 
Quebec  City  in  June  1996.  July  1,  I  begin  residency 
training  in  neurolog\'  and  psychiatr}'  at  Beth  Israel 
Medical  Center  and  the  Albert  Einstein  College  of 
Medicine  in  New  York  Cit}'. 

-  Clive  Spiegel  '8o 

I  am  entering  my  final  year  of  Medical  School  at 
McGill.  During  the  summer  of  1995,  I  conducted 
an  epidemiology  study  in  a  southwestern  village  ot 
Ethiopia,  investigating  the  prevalence  of  diarrhea 
illness  in  children.  Continuing  on  my  travels,  I  will 
spend  two  months  later  this  year  doing  my  Family 
Medicine  rotation  in  northern  India.  Upon 
graduating  in  1997,  I  hope  to  pursue  a  residenc)'  in 
General  Surger\^ 

-  Joel  Turner  "86 

I  have  recently  graduated  from  McGill  Medicine  with 
my  M.D.  and  will  be  pursuing  my  post-graduate 
training  in  obstetrics/g\'necolog\'  at  Memorial 
Universit)'  in  Newfoundland.  I  chose  this  program  as 
it  offers  excellent  practical  experience  as  well  as  a 
chance  to  live  in  a  very  different  t}'pe  of  setting. 
During  my  five  years  at  McGill,  I  recei\ed  five 
consecutive  JW  McConnell  scholarships  and  placed  in 
the  92nd  percentile  in  my  American  Licensing  Exam. 

-  ROSHAN  Doss  '89 

Catching  the  Travel  Bug 

I  recently  graduated  from  McGill  with 
distinction  and  a  degree  in  Commerce.  My 
majors  were  Finance  and  Labour- 
Relations  Management.  After  having 
worked  with  Air  Canada,  I  am  now 
pursuing  my  interest  in  traveling 
independently.  Autumn  1995  I  spent 
living  and  working  in  Italy  and 
Germany.  I  am  currently  preparing  to 
leave  for  New  York,  Sydney,  Australia, 
Tokyo,  Japan,  and  elsewhere  and  will  be 
working  in  each  countr)'  for  approximately 
two  months.  I  hope  that  ever)'one  from  the  class  of  1990  is  doing 


U  Chapel  Court 

East  Finchley 

London 
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England  UK 
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Kevin  O'Brien  "89  also  welcomes  any  and  all 
correspondence.  He  moved  to  Calgar\^  to  work  for 
PanCanadian  Petroleum  a  year  after  graduating  from 
Queen"s  University  in  "94.  He  has  since  moved  over 
to  Quantel  Engineering,  where  he  is  employed  as  a 
structural  engineer.  Kevin  can  be  reached  at 
(403)  541-1581,  or  by  e-mail; 
ObrienK@qnd-cal.ccmail.compuserve.com. 

Former  Director  of  Alumni,  David  Williams,  is 
currentlv  enjoying  life  on  the  west  coast,  sailing  and 
ocean  kayaking  in  British  Columbia.  He  too  would 
love  to  hear  from  friends  and  Old  Boys  and  can  be 
reached  at  (604)  536-1323  or  by  mail; 

319  -  1850  Southmere  East  Crescent 

Surrey,  B.C.  V4A  6Y6 
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If  you  have  a  stor)' 
,gestion,  a  correction  or  a 
ent  about  Veritas,  you  can 
the  editor,  Maria  Tratt,  at: 

mail: 

95  Cote  St.  Antoine 

Westmount,  Quebec 

H3Y2H8 

tel: 

(514)  931-9481  ext.  261 

fax: 

(514)931-6118 

e-mail: 

tran:mar@selwyn.ca 

Michael  A.  Henderson  '90 
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More    Letters 


Shad  Valley 
Winners 

By  Barry  Williams 


Mark  McCans  and  Mark  Spielman  are  the  Grade  1 1 
winners  in  this  year's  Shad  Valley  competition.  The 
Canadian  Center  For  Creative  Technology  in  Waterloo, 
Ontario,  encourages  students  who  are  interested  in  science 
and  who  possess  the  adventurous  spirit  to  apply  to  the 
Shad  Valley  program.  The  winners  spend  part  oi  the 
summer  at  one  oi  eight  Canadian  universities  learning 
about  science  and  entrepreneurship.  In  addition,  they  will 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  apply  these  skills  in  a  job  at 
one  of  the  companies  which  sponsors  a  portion  of  the 
program's  cost. 

The  rigorous  program  is  open  to  high  school  seniors 
nationwide  as  well  as  CEGEP  students  in  Quebec. 

Mark  McCans  hopes  to  complete  the  program  at  the 
University  of  Waterloo  this  summer,  and  will  work  for 
Weco  Electrical  Connections  in  Kirkland.  Mark  Spielman 
is  looking  forward  to  being  placed  at  The  University  of 
British  Columbia,  and  plans  to  work  for  Bell-Northern 
Research  Ltd. 


Kai  McCall 

Paints  in  Paris  - 

Exhibits  at  Home 


For  the  last  two  years,  Kai  McCall  "85  has  been 
dividing  his  time  between  Paris  and  Canada,  working  as 
an  artist  and  "enjoying  the  cafe  life  on  the  Left  Bank." 

In  the  fall,  Kai  will  have  two  shows  of  new  paintings 
from  Paris.  The  first  is  scheduled  for  September  3-14  at 
Toronto's  Gallery  306  (80  Spadina  Ave.)  and  then  it's  on 
to  Montreal  where  he  will  exhibit  from  September  19-28 
at  372  St.  Catherine  St.  W,  fourth  floor. 

Gallery  hours  for  both  shows  are  1 1:00  A.M. -6:00  RM. 
and  all  are  welcome. 


Choate 

Scholarship  Goes 

to  SHS  Boy 


By  Barry  Williams 

Dave  McKinnon  '95  has  opted  to  stay  at  Choate 
Rosemary  Hall  prep  school  in  Connecticut  for  another 
year  after  being  awarded  the  Theodore  W  Helprin  '47 
Memorial  Scholarship.  Dave  received  the  award  in 
recognition  for  his  hard  work  and  contributions  to  the 
school  community'  over  the  past  year.  As  the  shortest 
member  of  Choate's  basketball  team,  he  averaged  twenty 
points  a  game  this  season,  and  had  a  very  successful  year 
as  the  school's  quarterback. 

The  decision  to  hold  off  on  his  university  studies  for 
another  year  changes  little  for  Dave  academically  as  he 
will  be  taking  university-level,  advanced  placement 
courses  at  Choate.  His  father  confirmed  that  he  is  on  the 
right  track,  having  mentioned  that  Dave  received  perfect 
scores  on  three  recent  Japanese  tests  and  has  maintained 
an  A  minus  average  over  the  year. 


K.U  McCill,  L^ntiilLd,  83"  by  S6",  1996 
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Old    Boys'    Reunion 


Old  Faces,  New  Memories 


By  Maria  Tratt 


The  dining  hall,  transformed  into  a  charming 
reception  area  whose  welcoming  atmosphere  reflected  the 
festive  mood  of  the  occasion,  was  the  site  for  the  most 
successful  Old  Boys  Reunion  in  memory.  The  number  oi 
alumni  that  filed  in  for  the  19th  gathering  of  this  annual 
event  on  Friday,  May  3.  crowded  ever)'  corner, 
reminiscing  with  friends  and  facult}'. 

At  last  count,  140  attended,  participating  in  what 
turned  out  to  be  the  longest  SHS  reunion  to  date.  Old 
Boys  lingered  well  into  the  night  to  renew  old 
acquaintances,  discuss  past  achievements  and  future  goals, 
and  celebrate  the  school's  tradition  of  creating  a  strong 
bond  between  it  and  its  former  students. 

A  special  welcome  was  extended  to  the  classes  of 
1946,  71,  76,  '81,  '86,  and  '91  who  drank  a  long  and 
enthusiastic  toast  commemorating  their  50th,  25th,  20th, 
15th,  10th,  and  5th  anniversaries  respectively. 

The  milestones  were  punctuated  by  animated 
speeches  by  class  representatives  Bruce  Oliver  '71  and 
Michael  Penner  '86,  who  regaled  the  crowd  with  colourful 
anecdotes.  Although  memories  varied  from  year  to  year,  a 
conscious  acknowledgment  of  what  the  school  and  its 
staff  had  done  for  them  was  the  single  thread  that  wove 
all  the  speeches  together. 

But  by  far  the  most  eloquent  and  moving  of  these  was 
the  address  given  b\'  teacher  and  coach  Jack  Martin,  who 
is  retiring  this  year  after  33  years  at  the  school.  In 
appreciation,  alumni  ties  were  issued  to  both  Mr.  Martin 
and  Mrs.  Lynn,  also  bringing  her  16-year  stay  at  Selwyn 
to  an  end  this  summer. 

The  evening  was  enjoyed  by  all,  for  which  a  special 
thanks  is  due  Normand  Brault  and  his  staff.  Marc 
Krushelnyski  and  his  crew,  the  facult);  current  SHS 
Prefects,  and  lames  McMillan. 


Mrs.  Pegg)'  Martin  and  hush.uiJ  Ijck 


David  Tang-Wai,  Michael  Penner,  Paul  Capombassis,  Dan  Fletcher, 
and  Joel  Turner,  class  of  '86 


Bruce  Oliver  71,  wife  Danielle,  and  Craig  Shannon  71 
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Old    Boys'    Reunion 


Back  row:  T.  O'Meara,  R.  Brais,  A.  White,  Jim  McLean  75,  Colin  Bird  77,  and  Tim  Fitzpatrick  77 
Front  row:  Ian  Edwards,  Filip  Papich  77,  and  Jean  Philip  Moreau 

Old  Boys'  Ice  Capades  Continue 
with  No  End  in  Sight 


By  Jim  McLean  75 


C  M      he  snow  has  melted  and  the  ttdips  are  pushing 
#       their  heads  up.  Spring  has  finally  returned.  To 
^^  most  people,  this  means  storing  their  winter  gear 
and  looking  ahead  to  new  and  different  activities.  Since 
1988,  however,  April  has  had  a  unique  significance  to  a 
select  group  of  SHS  alumni.  During  one  of  our  Old 
Boys'  Directors'  meetings,  we  decided  that  Selwyn  should 
organize  its  own  sporting  event  much  like  the  other 
private  schools.  Probing  (a  la  Mr.  Krindle)  the  various 
options  with  regards  to  procedure,  money,  timing,  and 
volunteers,  we  decided  upon  a  Ball  Hockey  Tournament. 
Brian  Fitzpatrick  and  I  rented  the  Brebeuf  Arena,  hired 
referees,  and  invited  the  likes  of  Westmount,  LCC, 
Bishop's,  Stanstead,  Loyola,  as  well  as  three  of  our  own 
teams  (stacking  the  odds  in  our  favour),  to  participate  in 
our  national  pastime  but  with  some  different  rules. 

We  play  two  games  simultaneously,  side  by  side,  nine 
members  per  team  (two  lines  of  four  and  a  goalie  in  full 
uniform),  a  hard  orange  ball,  running  shoes,  and  lots  of 
determination.  The  victors  are  awarded  prizes  and  the 
prestige  of  having  their  school's  name  engraved  on  our 
Old  Boys'  Cup.  There  is  always  an  abundance  of  food 
and  some  ok  Mr.  Molson's  festive  tonic  to  reduce  the 
sting  of  the  many  welts. 

Since  its  inception,  the  tournament's  venue  has 
shifted  to  the  gym  at  SHS  for  two  years  and  then  to  the 


Guy  Gagnon  rink  in  Verdun.  Some  of  the  faces  have  also 
changed  despite  their  teams  remaining  the  same,  and  this 
year  was  no  different.  The  lads  congregated  at  the  Verdun 
rink  for  this,  the  ninth  annual  Selwj'n  House  Ball 
Hockey  Tournament,  on  April  11 .  The  games  started  at 
9:30  a.m.  and  lasted  a  grueling  five  hours  with  every 
team  playing  five  games.  Despite  the  exhaustion  of  being 
the  goalie,  a  tradition  I  have  kept  up  since  we  began 
organizing  the  event  regardless  of  my  ineptness  at  the 
sport,  it  is  a  pleasure  and  a  thrill  to  wear  the  old  colours 
again  and  defeat  our  rivals. 

Loyola  beat  Westmount  in  double  overtime,  a  victory 
that  moves  the  trophy  off  Selw)'n  propert)'  for  the  first 
time  -  Westmount  and  SHS  have,  until  now,  always  met 
in  the  finals,  with  Selwyn  coming  from  behind  to  win 
the  game. 

New  members  on  the  inl^amous  Tim  Fitzpatrick/Jim 
McLean  team  included  Colin  Bird  and  Filip  Papich,  who 
traveled  from  Toronto  with  his  four  children.  Although 
Brian  Fitzpatrick  was  sorely  missed,  R.  Brais,  who  has  yet 
to  miss  a  year,  came  all  the  way  from  Chicago. 

Special  thanks  go  out  to  Jamie  McMillan  and  Tim 
Fitzpatrick  tor  their  tireless  work  and  to  Steve  Mitchell 
for  all  the  sports  equipment  and  school  bus.  Please  feel 
free  to  contact  the  school  should  you  wish  to  participate 
in  next  year's  tournament. 


SKumtr  Veriias  /  6 


r 


Profiles 


By  Maria  Tratt 


Since  the  age  of  9,  Jack 
Martin  has  been  studying  or 
teaching  Latin,  one  of  his  great 
loves.  Retiring  this  summer  after 
an  impressive  33  years  with  Selwn  House  School,  he  will 
sadly  take  the  instruction  of  this  forgotten  language  and  its 
ancient  traditions  with  him  when  he  leaves.  Fortunately, 
curling,  the  other  passion  for  which  Mr.  Martin  is  known 
and  has  coached  tor  the  past  1 5  years,  will  remain  a  part  ot 
the  schools  athletic  curriculum,  with  him  at  its  helm,  for 
some  time  to  come. 

Mr.  Martin  came  to  Montreal  from  his  binhplace  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1950  to  study  at  McGill  University 
where,  besides  his  favoured  Latin,  he  also  studied  the  more 
contemporary  languages  of  German,  Italian,  Spanish,  and 
French.  In  1960,  he  acquired  his  teaching  certificate  from 
rUniversite  de  Montreal,  and  the  rest  is  histor\'. 

In  over  three  decades,  Mr.  Martin  has  taught  almost 
everything  to  almost  ever)'one  at  SHS  with  the  exceptions 
of  chemistry,  physics,  and  kindergarten.  Flexible  and 
creative,  he  taught  French,  had  a  hand  in  woodworking, 
worked  tor  a  time  as  the  Registrar,  and  directed  the  Middle 
School.  However,  it  is  his  dedication  to  Latin,  having 
single-handedly  kept  it  alive  and  well  at  Selwyn  for  so  long, 
diat  he  considers  to  be  one  of  his  greatest  achievements. 

Enumerating  Selw)'n's  strengths  comes  easily  to  Mr. 
Martin.  "We  are  a  school  of  masters  and  mistresses  whose 
commitment  to  community  and  spirit  of  sharing  goes 
beyond  the  role  of  'teacher'  and  is  matched  only  by  the  boys 
and  their  parents,"  he  said.  "I  only  hope  that  Selwyn 
continues  with  its  traditions,  that  the\'  keep  their  uniform 
and  that  the  boys  wear  it  properly  -  nothing  gets  my  goat 
more  than  seeing  them  with  their  shirts  hanging  out!" 

Looking  to  the  future,  Mr.  Martin  would  seem  to  be  an 
advocate  ot  the  belief  that  you  can  never  get  too  much  of  a 
good  thing.  He  plans  to  garden  in  the  summer,  travel  (he 
hopes  to  Scotland  in  the  autumn),  perhaps  return  to 
university  for  the  sheer  pleasure  of  it,  and  "do  a  lot  of 
curling!" 

Although  he  admits  he  will  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  the 
early  calls  and  scrambling  that  are  part  and  parcel  of  finding 
substitutions  for  teachers,  there  is  much  that  he  will  miss. 

"Mosdy  the  camaraderie,  the  fun  in  the  staffroom,  of 
course  the  boys,  and  the  joie  de  vivre  and  esprit  de  corps  of 
the  school,"  he  said. 

A  little  of  which  will  no  doubt  leave  with  you,  Mr. 
Martin.  Thank  you  for  the  many  years  of  enthusiasm, 
commitment,  and  guidance.  Res  Secundae  and  may  you 
not  hog  any  rocks! 


Those  of  you  fortunate 
enough  to  have  come  under 
Margaret  Lynn's  tutelage  will  no 
doubt  remember  Ms.  Murphy s 
Mansion,  an  on-going  drama  project  that  Mrs.  Lynn  used 
to  engage  her  class  in  a  creative  impromptu  dialogue  entirely 
directed  by  the  boys.  You  may  also  recall  that  when 
questioned  about  her  age  Mrs.  Lynn  would  invariably 
answer,  "I'm  twenty  one  and  a  bit." 

Asked  why  she  is  bringing  her  16-year  Selwyn  House 
sojourn  to  an  end  she  joked,  "Now  that  I'm  twenty  two,  it's 
time  to  retire." 

When  Mrs.  Lynn  began  what  has  been  a  colourful  and 
rich  career  at  SHS,  she  joined  the  school's  ranks  as  the 
Grade  4  homeroom  teacher,  bringing  with  her  a  solid 
background  in  English,  teaching,  and  the  arts,  as  well  as  the 
13  years  spent  caring  for  her  own  family. 

Born  in  Uxbridge,  Ontario,  Mrs.  Lynn  moved  to 
Toronto  to  attend  Teachers  College.  She  later  graduated 
with  honours  and  a  BA  in  Art  History  and  Education  from 
Concordia  University,  followed  by  a  diploma  in  Special 
Education  from  McGill.  She  has  taught  in  Toronto,  France, 
and  Lachine,  Quebec,  and,  in  the  late  1950's,  was  one  of  a 
team  of  four  who  wrote  textbooks  for  the  Young  Canada 
Reading  Series. 

At  Selwyn,  Mrs.  Lynn  has  worn  a  variety  of  hats  not  the 
least  of  which  was  heading  the  Elementary  English 
Department,  a  post  that  she  has  held  for  most  of  her  career 
here.  Mrs.  Lynn  also  holds  the  distinction  of  having  taught 
all  grades  from  kindergarten  to  6  at  one  time  or  another; 
however,  her  favourite  role  remains  that  of  homeroom 
teacher,  especially  of  Grade  4. 

"With  your  own  classroom  you  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  projects  to  fruition,"  she  said.  "And  that  age  is  such  a 
crucial  one  because,  having  learnt  the  basics,  the  boys  are 
now  able  to  play  an  active  part  in  their  own  learning." 

What  Mrs.  Lynn  claims  she  will  miss  the  most  mirrors 
the  things  that  have  kept  her  here. 

"The  children,  so  vibrant  and  with  such  varied 
backgrounds,  the  fabulous  parental  support,  and  of  course 
the  intellectual  stimulation  of  my  colleagues.  I'll  tell  you 
what  I  won't  miss  though,"  she  added,  "the  7  A.M.  drive 
along  Highway  20  to  work!" 

With  the  freedom  of  an  open  schedule  to  look  forward 
to,  Mrs.  Lynn  hopes  to  write  (to  which  end  she  has 
invested  in  a  new  computer),  travel,  paint,  and  possibly 
volunteer  for  the  International  Reading  Association  to 
combat  illiteracy  in  third  wodd  nations.  No  doubt  she  will 
be  extremely  busy,  and  at  only  22,  why  not?  A  heartfelt 
thank  you  from  all  those  past  and  present.  We  will  miss  you 
and  wish  you  the  best  of  luck. 
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The  Stark(e)  Naked  Truth  About 
His  Post-Selwyn  Days 


By  Paul  Starke  '90 


^7  t  s  funny  the  way  life  turns  out.  Not  "ha  ha"  funny, 
t    jt    but  that  whimsical,  tough-to-predict  funny. 
\^     Sometimes,  fate  and  circumstance  conspire  to 
make  life's  decisions  for  you,  and  the  journeys  your  mind 
and  soul  take  in  the  span  of  a  few  years  can  be 
astounding.  Consider:  in  the  Spring  of  1990,  I  was 
coasting  through  Selwyn  House,  tagged  with  the 
reputation  of  being  a  creative  but  directionless  student. 
Terms  often  used  to  describe  me  included 
"underachieving,"  "flippant,"  and  more  often  "poorly 
groomed."  Flash 
forward  two  thousand 
days  to  contemporar\ 
times  and  the  irony  is 
unmistakable.  That 
same  boy  has  grown 
up  to  travel  the 
circumference  of  the 
globe,  was  selected  to 
speak  at  his  college 
graduation,  has  been 
the  unlikely  guest  at 
parties  where  he  has 
rubbed  shoulders  with 
Harrison  Ford  and 
Elle  MacPherson,  and 
produced  a  television 
show  that  airs  in  60 
million  homes  across 
America.  Doubtful  but 
true...  and  here  is  how 
it  happened. 

After  o-raduatino; 
from  Selwyn,  I  was  ofl 
to  a  tenuous  start, 
attending 

Marianopolis  College  for  approximately  1 1  minutes. 
Needless  to  say,  the  CEGEP  experience  was  not  very 
enriching  for  me,  although  I  did  master  several  card 
tricks.  However,  even  I  quickly  realized  that  one  cannot 
succeed  with  "Three  Card  Monte"  as  one's  chief  achieve- 
ment, so  I  decided  to  "pull  myself  up  by  my  bootstraps" 
(as  Mr.  Nincheri  would  say),  and  study  in  Jerusalem  for  a 
year,  majoring  in  Middle  East  Political  Theory. 


Though  the  experience  was  infinitely  fulfilling,  I 
knew,  as  one  does,  that  this  was  not  my  dream.  After  all, 
during  my  time  at  SHS,  I  took  pride  in  writing  and 
performing  sketches,  movies,  etc.  That,  coupled  with  an 
undeniable  enthusiasm  for  television  viewing,  led  me  to  a 
single  conclusion:  my  calling  was  to  be  found  in  the 
entertainment  field. 

The  discernment  made,  I  left  the  Middle  East  after 
one  year,  dodging  Kat)'usha  rockets  and  spoiled  Falafel, 
and  transferred  to  Emerson  College,  in  Boston, 

Massachusetts. 
Emerson  has  a  world- 
wide reputation  as  a 
premier  school  in 
Mass  Communication 
Studies,  and  some  of 
its  illustrious  alumni 
include  Jay  Leno, 
Henry  Winkler, 
Norman  Lear,  Steven 
Wright,  and  Spalding 
Gray.  Majoring  in 
film,  I  also  dabbled 
quite  extensively  in 
television,  print 
ournalism,  radio, 
and  sketch  comedy. 
Emerson  was 
wonderfully 
enlightening, 
affording  me  hands- 
on  experience,  taught 
by  industt)' 
professionals  in  a 
highly  competitive 
atmosphere.  Finally, 
after  a  somewhat  dubious  career  as  a  student,  I  came  into 
my  own.  I  wrote  and  starred  in  four  local  television 
programs,  toured  New  England  with  a  sketch  comedy 
troupe,  and  wrote  and  directed  fl\e  student  films. 
Arguably  impressive  credentials  in  college,  but  the 
aggressive  environment  of  the  school  proved  to  be  small 
try  when  compared  \\  ith  what  awaited  me,  and  the  "real 
world"  offered  up  an  even  toucher  battle.  Fortunatelv,  a 
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Starke  on  location. 


clear  sense  of  direction,  despite  its  late  appearance, 
given  to  me  by  the  staff  at  Selwyn  House,  and  the 
good  graces  oi  Lady  Luck  were  true  and  vigilant 
comrades. 

I  wish  there  was  a  quirky  twist-of-fate  plot 
behind  how  I  clawed  my  way  to  the  top,  but,  in  truth,  it 
was  a  simple  response  to  my  resume  that  led  to  my  job. 
With  two  months  to  go  before  graduation,  I  sent  my 
resume  out  to  a  number  of  companies,  and  NBC 
responded  with  a  request  for  an  interview  in  New  York. 
A  week  before  my  sojourn  at  Emerson  would  draw  to  a 
close,  NBC  offered  me  the  position  as  "P.A."  at  their 
cable  network,  CNBC.  Within  a  few  weeks, 
having  gained  my  producer's  trust,  I  was  writing 
dialogue  for  m\'  show,  America's  Showcase,  and 
two  months  later  I  was  promoted  to  associate 
producer  of  the  show. 

Our  program  was  loosely  based  on  the  talk  show 
format  but  highlighted  news  and  human  interest 
stories  taken  from  the  previous  week's  events.  Each 
week  a  celebrit)'  guest  would  drop  by  the  set, 
including:  Geraldo  Rivera,  Anthony  Quinn, 
Hakeem  Olajuwon,  Jerrs'  Seinfeld, 
Dick  Cavett,  and  Roger  Clinton. 

Recently,  I  have  moved  to  another  program, 
What's  New?,  where  I  wear  the  diverse  hats  of 
segment  producer,  head  writer,  and,  occasionally, 
on-air  correspondent.  In  the  field,  I  interview 
celebrities  and  provide  comic  relief-  not  such  a  stretch 
from  my  Selwyn  days. 

Future  plans  hold  me  steadfast  to  my  chosen  field.  As 
recently  as  this  ver)'  correspondence,  I  was 
notified  of  my  selection  as  one  of  a  select  team  to 
launch  the  network's  24-hour  news  network, 


MSNBC.  The  program,  created  in 
collaboration  with  Microsoft,  will 
offer  broadcast  and  video  footage 
simultaneously  on  televisions  and 
computer  screens  across  the  world. 
The  venture  promises  to  be 
exciting. 

The  change  that  my  life 
and  attitude  have  undergone 
in  the  last  half  a  decade  is 
significant,  and  the  path  that 
has  led  me  to  my  current 
situation  is  indelibly  marked 
with  the  lessons  and  values 
instilled  in  me  at  Selwyn 
House. 

There  is  probably 
somebody  like  me  in  every 
SHS  class:  the  clown  who  is 
always  drawing  attention 
to  himself  while  collecting 
a  not-so-impressive  array  of 
questionable  grades.  My 
advice:  fmd  something  that 
you  are  profoundly 
passionate  about,  whether 
music,  sports,  chemistry, 
or  media,  and  do  it 
until  you  drop! 
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Flanked  on  its  northern  tip  by  Mexico's  Yucatan 
Penninsula,  on  its  western  border  by  Guatemala,  and 
edged  up  against  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  oi  Honduras  on 
its  east  coast,  Belize  is  the  comparatively  small  country 
whose  government  and  teachers  are  seeking  to 
improve  the  quality  of  education  at  the  primary 
level. 

Working  in  collaboration 
with  the  International  Reading 
Association,  Belize  has  launched 
its  "Language  to  Literacy" 
project,  a  three-year,  grass-roots 
programme  aimed  at  altering 
attitudes  towards  the  basic 
literacy  skills  of  listening, 
speaking,  reading,  and  writing; 
the  goal  being  to  demonstrate 
to  educators  how  crucial  these 
skills  are  to  the  development 
and  fortification  of  strong 
literacy  skills. 

The  project,  organized  by 
IRA's  Volunteers  for 
International  Professional 
Programs  Committee  and 
coordinated  by  the 
International  Development 
Division,  also  seeks  to 
illustrate  how  appropriate 
literature  and  access  to  other 
tools  oi  instruction  are  vital 
components  of  this  objective. 

Selwyn  House  School 
was  first  introduced  to  the 
programme  through  its 
Grade  4  homeroom  teacher, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Lynn,  whose 
interest  in  contributing  to 
IRA  efforts  struck  a 
resounding  chord  in  the 
heart  of  Selw)'n's 
Elementary  School.  With 
the  aid  of  its  director,  Ms. 
Carol  Manning,  and 
through  the  endeavors  of  Mr.  Harry  Bloomfield  "59, 
honorary  Consul  General  of  Belize  and  senior  partner  of 
Bloomfield,  Bellemare  law  offices,  SHS  decided  to 


become  actively 
involved  in  the  project. 
On  April  2  of 
this  year.  Grades  3  and  4 
inaugurated  their  own 
'Belize  Project"  with  the 
aim  of  subsidizing  the 
arger  programme  by 
f    donating  educational  tools 
that  are  in  great  demand  in 
Belize  but,  due  to  cost,  scarce. 
Lightweight  materials  like 
pencils,  paper,  markers,  and 
paperback  books  are  preferred  as 
they  are  easily  shipped.  But 
.<     hard-cover  books  are  welcome, 
g^l^V    especially  those  accompanied  by  a 
1       -'  M     cassette,  and  "Big  Books"  have 
'  i«    been  requested  for  the  youngest 
children. 

SHS  has  also  raised  money  for 
the  project  through  a  series  of 
organized  events:  April  4,  Ms.  Pat 
Patterson's  Grade  3  class  held  a 
bakesale  which  sold  out  in  no 
time  to  the  tune  of  $266.15; 
good  weather  and  lots  of  elbow 
endal      •  '•     grease  boosted  profits  at  the 
,    SitteeP^oioi  carwash  on  May  4,  attended  by 

MB  BASIN  mil    /--JT  JXL-  J 

Grades  3  and  4,  their  parents,  and 
teachers.  At  the  end-of-year 
^:   concert  parents  and  friends 
again  contributed  generously  to 
the  cause,  which,  to  date,  has 
■  '*   raised  in  excess  of  $1200,  along 
,    with  many  books  and  other  learning 
'    tools. 

Since  its  inception  in  August 
1995,  notable  progress  has  been  made 
*    in  this  three-step  programme  which 

began  with  a  teachers'  workshop,  long 
overdue,  as  60  per  cent  of  the  country's 
teachers  are  neither  certified  nor  properly  trained. 

Two  demonstration  schools  were  hand-picked  in 
early  1996,  one  in  the  city  of  Punta  Gorda,  the  other  in  a 
rural  Ketchi  Indian  village  where  Belize's  illiteracy  rates 
are  highest. 
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Grade  3  prepares  to  sell  sweets. 


Grades  3  and  4  deep  clean  for  donations. 


Reports,  however,  are  encouraging.  Pamela  Winsor 
of  the  Universit}'  of  Lethbridge,  Alberta,  flew  down  to 
Belize  as  one  of  rvvo  IRA  representatives  at  the 
workshop.  She  had  this  to  say  about  the  children: 

"Most  of  the  children  who  come  to  school  at  age 
five  speak  Creole  and,  tor  the  first  time,  are  asked  to 
communicate  in  English.  For  some,  English  is  their  third 
language  because  their  mother  tongue  is  Ma\a  or 
Kekchi.  For  many,  the  colourful  picture  books  the 
project  has  introduced  are  their  first  exposure  to 
stor}'books  and  they  are  thrilled  with  them.  Many  now 
come  to  the  classroom  in  the  morning  asking,  "Will  you 
read  to  us  today,  Miss?"  Supplies  remain  scarce  because 
the  families  are  expected  to  buy  all  the  childrens'  books 
as  well  as  paper,  pencils,  crayons,  etc." 

With  the  continued  support  and  dedication  alread\- 
demonstrated  by  Selwyn's  Grade  3  and  4,  as  well  as  by 
its  teachers,  parents  and  volunteers,  we  hope  to  amend 
this  difficult  situation  by  sharing  what  our  students 
often  take  for  granted,  but  is  so  highly  prized  by  their 
contemporaries  in 
Belize.  In  the  process, 
Selwyn's  bo\s  are 
being  given  the 
opportunit)'  to  see 
the  importance  of 
education  through 
new  eyes...  a  truly 
valuable  lesson. 


2  generations  of  SHS  bovs:  Mr.  Bloomfield  '59,  and  his  sons 
Andrew  05,  and  Jonathan  03. 


ShMMtr  'Vcrittu  /  // 


School    News 


Honourable 

Members, 

Debating 

Flourishes  at  SHS  - 

Discuss 
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By  James  Stewart 


ack  in  the  days  before  nine  second  sound  bites  and 
the  ephemera  ot  e-mail,  the  elocutionary  skills  of 
Selwyn  House  boys  were  honed  in  the  Seiwj'n 
Oratorical  Society.  It  was  former  headmaster,  Robert  A. 
Speirs,  who  felt  that  the  ability  to  express  oneself  orally 
was  of  vital  importance.  With  that  in  mind,  the  Society 
was  launched  in  the  1940s.  Since  that  time,  the  state  of 
the  art  of  the  spoken  word  at  Selw)'n  House  has  ebbed 
and  flowed. 

Few  people  have  ever  doubted  the  benefits  of  training 
young  minds  to  be  articulate  and  young  students  to  be 
quick  on  their  feet.  There  is  no  doubt  that  debating 
accomplishes  both.  Nonetheless,  with  the  amount  of 
aggressive  discussion  that  may  transpire  in  the  classroom, 
or  during  dinner  hour  conversations  at  home,  some  may 
argue  that  the  suppression  of  debating  at  SHS  may  have 
merit.  However,  the  ability  to  make  oneself  understood 
clearly  is  unlikely  to  decline  in  value,  and  many  students 
enjoy  the  verbal  jousting. 

"Debating  is  such  an  important  part  ot  the  Selwyn 
House  tradition,"  said  Carl  Dholandas  '97,  a  stalwart  in 
the  Debating  Union  for  the  past  four  years.  "Our 
curriculum  would  be  lacking  in  content  without  it.  The 
programme  teaches  thinking  skills  that  are  essential." 

Indeed,  it  does.  As  a  teacher,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  see 
students  gain  confidence  as  they  grapple  with  presenting 
their  points  of  view  and  fending  off  the  verbal  sHngs  and 
arrows  of  their  "worthy"  opponents.  Tempers  flare, 
heckles  derail,  but  after  the  gentlemanly  exchange  of 
verbal  barbs,  the  "honourable  members"  cross  the  floor 
and  shake  hands. 

There  can  be  no  debate,  however,  that  the  abilit)'  to 
articulate  one's  ideas  in  an  age  when  we  are  endlessly 
bombarded  by  senseless  babble  by  all  forms  of  media 
cannot  be  overstated.  Armed  with  just  a  pen,  a  piece  of 
paper,  and  some  grey  matter,  the  students  in  the  Selwyn 
House  Debating  Union  must  stand  up  and  make  their 


views  known  to  the  assembled.  It  is  not  always  an  easy 
task. 

Happily,  debating  at  Selwyn  House  this  year  has  been 
incredibly  successful.  A  small  but  dedicated  group  of 
students  participated  in  tournaments  in  Ottawa, 
Kingston,  as  well  as  here  in  Montreal.  Furthermore, 
Mischa  Auerbach-Ziogas  '97  garnered  the  Top  Speaker 
Award  at  the  Quebec  Senior  Provincial  Debating 
Championship.  For  Mischa,  it  was  only  one  element  of 
an  outstanding  year  in  which  he  also  competed  for  a  spot 
on  the  Canadian  National  Team  and  was  named  Top 
Speaker  at  the  McGill  University  Debating  Tournament. 

"I  feel  that  I  am  a  better  and  more  confident  speaker 
as  a  result  ot  the  pressure  of  arguing  and  being  judged  on 
the  cognency  of  those  arguments,"  said  Mischa. 

Success  like  that  can  only  breed  more  of  the  same. 
Appropriately,  debating  was  instituted  in  the  Middle 
School  last  year  as  a  compulsory  arts  option.  As  a  result, 
every  student  between  Grade  7  and  8  will  have  the 
benefit  ol  instruction  in  debating  lor  one  semester.  The 
concept  is  already  beginning  to  pay  dividends  as 
enrollment  for  the  senior  debating  option  for  next  year 
has  doubled. 

No  doubt.  Dr.  Speirs  would  be  pleased  about  that. 


The  Selivy)!  Debating  Union  home  page  can  be  accessed  at: 

www.sehvyn.caldebating.html 
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By  Stuart  Szabo  '96 

After  seven  years  at  Selwyn  House,  and  immeasurable 
amounts  of  homework,  I  am  only  a  month  away  from 
graduating.  I  am  one  month  away  from  becoming  a 
Selw)'n  House  graduate.  Right  about  now  one  starts  to 
reflect  on  past  successes  and  failures  at  SHS.  As  an 
alumnus,  when  I  look  back  on  my  years  at  SHS,  I  hope  to 
do  so  with  a  sense  of  nostalgia  and  accomplishment. 

At  present,  debating  is  an  activit)'  of  which  I  can 
already  say  I  am  very  proud  to  have  been  a  part  at  Selw)'n. 
Despite  the  fact  that  this  is  only  my  first  year  as  a  debater, 
I  feel  that  I  have  benefited  tremendously  from  it.  1  know 
that  many  students  shy  away  from  debating  as  an  extra- 
curricular activity  because  of  its  heav\'  work  load.  I  also 
have  questioned  the  value  of  debating.  But  looking  back 
on  the  Debating  Union's  triumphs,  I  now  clearly  see  its 
benefits. 

We  traveled  to  our  country's  capital,  took  a  tour  of 
Parliament,  and  met  the  Honourable  Jean  Charest.  As  an 
aspiring  future  politician,  I  was  deeply  moved  by  this 
experience.  We  felt  the  history  of  our  nation  resonating 
from  the  walls  of  Center  Block.  Most  importantly,  I  was 
inspired.  At  a  time  when  almost  half  of  the  people  in  my 
home  province  wish  to  secede  from  this  great  country,  it 
was  refreshing  to  be  reacquainted  with  all  the  right 
reasons  to  keep  Canada  together.  During  the  referendum 
campaign,  I,  like  many  of  my  friends,  felt  helpless.  Faced 
with  a  nation  on  the  verge  of  crumbling,  I  was  relegated 
to  the  role  of  spectator.  But  now,  because  of  the  doors 
that  debating  has  helped  open,  I  have  resolved, 
henceforth,  always  to  take  an  active  role  in  the  future  of 
my  countr\'. 

Debating  can  do  many  things  for  students.  It  can 
enhance  your  speaking  abilities,  help  you  think  on  your 
feet,  even  impel  you  to  new  heights.  As  I  watch  the 
students  in  Grades  1  and  2,  I  cannot  help  but  have  mixed 
emotions.  What  a  long  and  work-filled  journey  they  have 
ahead  of  them,  while  I,  having  struggled  through,  now 
move  on  with  my  life.  I  am  also  envious  that  their  Selwyn 
travels  still  lie  ahead.  Where  I  can  only  look  back  and 
hope  that  I  have  made  the  right  choices,  they  have  so 
many  options  and  decisions  to  make  that  could 
profoundly  effect  their  futures.  I  would  urge  any  parent  or 
student  to  give  debating  a  chance. 

The  reward  is  neither  a  monetary  nor  a  material  one  - 
it  is  something  much  deeper  than  that.  It  is  a  feeling  of 
pride  and  accomplishment  that  stays  with  you  for  the  rest 
of  your  life.  And  it  is  your  character  that  benefits. 

As  I  prepare  to  clean  out  my  locker  and  hand  in  my 
lock,  I  wish  the  best  to  future  SHS  graduating  classes. 
Meanwhile,  a  trumpet  summons  us. 


Debating  the  Move 

Mr.  Stewart  leaves 

for  Panama 


By  Maria  Tratt 

At  25,  fresh  out  of  universit)',  James  Stewart  came  to 
Selwyn  House  School  in  1994  as  a  replacement  for  Tom 
Nicoll,  who  was  on  sabbatical. 

Armed  with  a  BA  in  history  and  a  BEd  in  physical 
education,  both  acquired  at  McGill,  Mr.  Stewart  taught 
histor\'  at  the  senior  level  and  Grade  1 1  world  literature 
his  first  year. 

This  was  not,  however,  his  induction  into  Selwyn 
instruction  as  he  had  volunteered  to  assist  Mike 
Maurovich  coach  football  in  1990. 

This  past  year,  Mr.  Stewart  has  taught  Grade  7  and  8 
histor)'  and  english,  but  perhaps  what  this  self-proclaimed 
lover  of  politics  and  trivia  is  best  known  for  at  the  school 
is  his  role  as  Debating  Coach,  a  job  he  has  performed 
with  vigor  and  enthusiasm. 

This  August,  Mr.  Stewart  departs  for  what  promises 
to  be  an  adventurous  two  years  as  a  teacher  of  history  and 
technolog)'  in  societ\'  in  the  employ  of  the  International 
School  of  Panama. 

When  asked  why  he  is  traveling  such  a  distance  Mr. 
Stewart  replied  that  it  was  the  only  place  that  he  and  his 
girlfriend  of  two  years  (currently  in  Toronto)  could  find 
jobs  that  were  in  their 
field  and  in  the  same 
citv. 

'  With  Old  Boys 
living  and  working 
around  the  globe,  this 
may  provide  some  of 
them  with  the 
opportunity  to  get  in 
touch  and  meet  with 
with  a  former  SHS 
faculty  member. 
Information  concerning 
Mr.  Stewart's  exact 
whereabouts  can  be 
obtained  at  the  school.       ^^_^^ 

Mr.  James  Stewart 
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Annual  Giving  Enhances  Selwyn's  Goal  for 
Continued  Enriched  Education 


By  Maria  Tratt 


When  Selwyn  House  School  kicked  ofFits  1995-96 
Annual  Giving  campaign  on  November  15,  it  had  set  the 
ambitious  but  necessary  goal  for  donations  at  $150,000. 

With  the  school  year  drawing  to  a  close,  $139,000  in 
cash  and  pledges  has  been  raised  by  the  school,  a  sum 
that  is  just  shy  of  its  original  objective  towards  which  it 
continues  to  strive. 

Regardless,  the  current  total  represents  a  significant 
increase  over  last  year's  $120,000  tally.  This  16%  growth 
is  at  once  encouraging  and  vital  if  Selwyn  is  to  continue 
to  supplement  the  student  fees  and  government  grants 
which  cover  its  operating  costs  but  fall  short  of  enabling 
it  to  provide  and  ensure  the  enriched  education  that  is  its 
mandate. 

Continued  philanthropic  support  and  investment 
sustain  the  evolution  of  the  school,  its  students,  and 


George  Sopel  '86  drums  up  support  at  the  April  1  and  2  phone-a-thon. 

faculty  by  providing  programmes  that  focus  on 
professional  development,  future  technological 
improvements,  scholarships,  and  financial  aid. 

Selwyn  arrived  at  its  new  Annual  Giving  total  mainly 
through  an  increase  of  42%  in  the  average  size  of 
donations. 

Looking  to  the  firture,  as  the  cost  of  living  escalates, 
Selwyn  perseveres  in  its  search  for  new  and  innovative 
ways  to  maintain  its  educational  standards. 

The  class  of '96,  the  most  recent  to  join  the  alumni,  have 
adopted  the  proposal  to  donate  $20  per  person,  per  year, 
over  the  next  five  years.  Their  contributions  will  be  kept  in 
the  Veritas  fund  where  the  capital  will  gather  interest  until 


their  fifiJi  reunion  in  200 1 ,  at  which  time  they  will  be 
provided  with  a  list  of  the  school's  anticipated  needs  for  the 
following  year  and  given  a  choice  as  to  how  the  money 
should  be  invested. 

This  new  approach  is  far  more  efficient  and  effective 
than  the  solicitation  of  individual  donations  once  the 
students  have  graduated,  while  simultaneously  educating 
the  soon-to-be  graduates  on  the  importance  of  charitable 
practices.  Furthermore,  it  preserves  a  continuity  that 
begins  with  their  encouraged  participation  in  such  events 
as  the  Terry  Fox  Run,  the  Kidney  Foundation 
fundraisers,  and,  most  recently,  the  Belize  Project. 

Although  the  final  Annual  Giving  report  is  due  out 
only  in  the  fall,  Selwyn  House  wishes  to  extend  its 
gratitude  to  all  the  many  volunteers  for  their  time  and 


Br)'an  Fitzpatrick  74,  George  Sopel  '86,  and  Tim  Fitzpatrick  77 
man  the  phones  into  the  night  to  the  tune  of  $3,442. 

tireless  effort,  whether  on  the  phones  or  writing  letters. 
The  campaign's  success  is  largely  a  result  of  their 
dedication. 

A  special  thanks  goes  out  to  the  firm  ol  MacDougall, 
MacDougall,  and  MacTier,  and  especially  Mr.  Benjamin 
Ball,  father  of  Morgan  '99,  for  their  support  in  graciously 
making  their  space  available  on  the  evenings  of  April  1 
and  2  for  the  annual  Old  Boys'  phone-a-thon. 
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Achievement  of  Excellence  is  Honoured 


By  Maria  Tratt 


"With  the  heat  being  what  it  is  this  afternoon,  we 
must  be  gathered  for  another  Elementary  School  closing 
and  prizegiving,"  said  Headmaster  William  Mitchell 
before  his  opening  address  in  the  Lucas  gym  on  June  1 1 . 
His  speech  was  delivered  to  a  packed  house;  proud 
parents  of  the  elementary'  school  students  attentively 
listened  to  the  many  presentations,  short  skits  and  choir 
recital.  The  only  hint  that  temperatures  rose  well  above 
the  comfort  level  was  the  rhythmic  movement  of  hands 
as  guests,  faculty  and  students  fanned  themselves  with 
programs. 

This  year  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  tradition  at 
the  ceremony.  In  past  presentations,  teachers  from  Grade 
1  through  Grade  5  chose  one  student  from  each  class  to 
receive  a  special  award  of  merit.  This  year  the  students 
gave  back  to  the  school,  each  grade  donating  one  book  to 
the  library. 

An  exception  was  made  for  the  students  of  Grade  6, 
the  graduating  class,  and,  following  a  creative 
retrospective  delivered  by  members  of  their  class,  teachers 
Jean  Pruneau  and  Claude  Chaine  recognized  the  special 
efforts  of  four  students.  Le  Prix  Alain  Weber,  issued  to 
the  student  who  has  most 
improved  in  French  during  his 
Grade  6  year,  went  to  Marc 
St-Germain  and  Mitchell 
Sweibel.  Thomas 
Constantinescu  and  Jon-Ian 
Lui  received  the  Grade  6 
Award  for  Merit,  awarded  tor 
all-round  ability  in  their  year. 

Rain  early  in  the  afternoon 
of  June  13  offered  a  brief 
reprieve  from  the  heat  at  the 
88th  annual  secondary 
graduation  exercises  and 
academic  prizegiving.  Here  are 
some  of  the  highlights. 

Graham  Colby  '96  and  Scott  Bailey  '96  shared  the 
McCall  Prize  for  Art,  Mark  Spielman  "96  walked  away 
with  both  the  prize  for  Distinction  in  Physics  and 
Economics,  and  Christopher  Aranda  "96  was  presented 
with  the  prize  for  Distinction  in  Creative  Writing. 
Yan  Besner  '96,  Andrew  Smith  '96,  and  Timotei 
Gapakov  '96  were  all  awarded  the  prize  for  Distinction  in 
French.  Andre  Nguyen  '96  was  the  recipient  of  the  prize 
for  Distinction  in  Geography,  Gene  Kruger  '96  received 
the  D.W  Christie  History  Award,  Jeremy  Adler  '96  was 
recognized  with  the  Distinction  Award  in  Literature,  and 
The  Moodey  Prize  for  Distinction  in  Mathematics  was 
bestowed  upon  Noah  Bloom  '96. 

Special  awards  followed,  with  the  presentation  of  the 
Public  Speaking  Prize  to  Valedictorian  Gandhar 


1996  Trophy  Winners 


Chakravarty  '96  and  Morgan  Lackman  '96.  The  E.G. 
Moodey  Debating  Prize  for  Distinction  in  that  field  went 
to  Mischa  Auerbach-Ziogas  '97,  and,  Joseph  Ayas  '96 
and  Gandhar  Chakravarty  were  jointly  honoured  for 
their  acting  talents  with  the  Patricia  Marsh  Drama  Prize. 

Joseph  Ayas  also  took  home  the  Thomas  Henry 
Pentland  Molson  Prize  tor  General  Excellence  and  the 
Jeffrey  Russell  Prize  for  outstanding  all-round  ability  and 
character.  Scott  Bailey  and  Andre  Nguyen  made  their 
second  appearance  on  stage  to  collect  respectively  the 
YMCA  Community  Service  Award  and  the  Thomas 
Chalmers  Brainerd  Memorial  Award,  honouring  the 
student  who  is  exceptionally  enthusiastic  and  maintains  a 
purposeful  approach  to  school  activities  with  the 
consistently  generous  concern  for  the  welfare  of  others. 
The  Redpath  Herald  Award,  issued  only  when  merited  to 
the  student  or  group  of  students  who,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Headmaster,  has  shown  initiative  of  a  creative  nature 
in  the  organization  of  planning  of  some  project  within 
the  framework  of  the  school  and  worthy  of  recognition, 
was  presented  to  the  SHS  Robotics  team  in  recognition 
of  their  collective  effort  that  won  Selwyn  top  prize  in  last 

December's  Canada  First 
Robotics  competition. 

Adrian  Schauer  '96  was 
the  evening's  most  celebrated 
student,  awarded  the 
University  ot  Toronto  National 
Book  Award  for  superior 
academic  performance, 
original  and  creative  thought, 
and,  exceptional  achievement 
in  a  broad  context;  the 
Governor  General's  Bronze 
Medal  for  academic  distinction 
in  the  Secondar)'  School;  and 

in  the  Headmaster's  office  finally  the  school's  mOSt 

prestigious  award,  the  Lucas 
Medal  for  his  outstanding  contribution  to  the  life  of  the 
school  by  way  of  academic  achievement,  leadership  in 
games  and  activities,  and  by  good  example. 

Guest  Speaker  David  M.  Culver  '39,  former 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors  and  1983  Speirs 
Medal  recipient,  delivered  an  inspired  message,  and 
William  Mitchell  brought  the  audience  up  to  speed  with 
regards  to  the  School's  future  plans,  stating  that,  despite 
some  set-backs,  SHS  was  aggressively  pursuing  its 
original  goal  of  expansion.  Mr.  Mitchell  also  bade 
farewell  to  all  faculty  who  will  be  leaving  Selw\'n  at  the 
end  of  this  term.  Congratulations  and  good  luck  to  all 
those  moving  on,  especially  the  class  of '96. 
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Two  Homes 

By  Janet  Plaunt 


/^  hildren  and  adolescents  who  are  experiencing  the 
/        separation  and  divorce  of  their  parents  have 
^^^    represented  over  half  of  my  caseload  during  the 
seven  years  I  have  worked  as  a  school  social  worker  and 
counsellor.  With  the  continuing  rise  in  divorce,  social 
workers  and  school  counsellors  are  getting  more  phone 
calls  and  referrals  from  worried  parents  and  from 
bewildered  teachers  asking  for  advice.  What  should  we 
tell  the  children  about  the  separation?  How  do  I  calm  my 
child's  fears?  What  do  we  do  with  the  child  who  is 
becoming  aggressive  in  the  playground  or  who  is 
becoming  withdrawn  from  his  peers?  How  do  we  help 
motivate  the  student  who  is  falling  behind  academically? 

Referrals  may  come  from  parents  who  are  seeking 
advice  as  to  how  to  handle  the  impending  separation. 
However,  most  often  they  come  shortly  after  the 
separation  or  several  months  or  years  after  the  divorce  has 
taken  place.  Childrens'  reactions  to  separation  and 
divorce  will  be  influenced  significantly  by  how  the 
parents  handle  the  separation  in  the  short-term  and 
long-term. 

Every  family's  experience  with  separation  and  divorce 
is  different.  There  is  no  "magic  formula"  for  dealing  with 
the  issues  and  situations  that  they  may  encounter.  Each 
child  will  react  to  separation  or  divorce  in  his  or  her  own 
way.  Even  though  each  family's  and  child's  experience  is 
unique,  there  are  some  feelings,  concerns,  and  needs  that 
are  common  to  most  children  and  some  general 
guidelines  that  can  help  parents  understand  their 
childrens'  reactions  and  respond  to  their  needs. 

Tasks  of  Parents: 

1.    Parent's  need  to  cope  ivith  separation  and  divorce. 
Divorce  can  be  such  a  painfiil  experience  that  many 
parents  are  temporarily  blinded  by  the  needs  of  their 
children  at  a  time  when  children  need  their  parents  the 
most.  It  is  important  that  parents  know  what  to  expect 
and  what  support  and  help  is  available  to  them.  Divorce 
leads  to  a  series  of  family  changes  and  reorganization  and 
may  take  two  or  more  years  to  readjust,  ft  takes  a  long 
time  for  everyone  in  the  flimily  to  heal.  Separation  and 
divorce  can  be  an  emotional  roller  coaster.  Parents  may 
experience  feelings  of  anger,  shame,  guilt,  isolation, 
insecurity  and  incompetence.   Parents  may  doubt  their 
abilin-  to  meet  the  needs  of  their  children  and  deal  with 
their  own  issues  and  needs  at  the  same  time,  k  is 
important  that  parents  access  needed  supports  in  their 
family  (parents,  siblings,  grandparents)  and  community 
(friends,  counsellors,  teachers,  clergy,  professional 
caregivers).  By  taking  care  of  your  needs  vou  are 
providing  a  reassuring  message  to  your  children  that  you 
are  taking  care  of  yourself  (that  they  don't  need  to  take 
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care  of  you)  and  you  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  them 
and  their  needs. 

2.  Reassure  childreyi  that  they  are  not  to  blame. 
Children  are  quick  to  try  to  find  a  reason  for  the 
separation  and  depending  on  their  age  will  look  to 
themselves  to  be  the  reason.  Furthermore,  parents  who 
are  in  conflict  will  often  have  arguments  about  the 
children.  Children  will  then  focus  on  these  past 
arguments  and  begin  to  blame  themselves  thinking 
perhaps  that  they  did  not  behave  well  enough.  Provide 
children  with  as  much  information  about  the  reason  for 
the  separation  as  is  appropriate  for  their  age.  For  example 
parents  may  say,  "Mom  and  Dad  are  not  happy  living 
together  any  more,  so  we  need  to  live  apart. "  or 
"Separation  is  a  grown-up  problem  and  you  are  not  to 
blame.    It  is  our  problem  and  we  will  work  it  out." 

3.  Think  of  the  child's  best  interests.  Tr)'  not  to  subject 
your  children  to  your  anger  and  hostilin'  for  their  other 
parent.  When  a  child  hears  criticism  of  the  other  parent 
he  or  she  may  feel  that  they  are  being  asked  to  pick  sides 
and  to  place  their  loyalt)'  with  one  parent  over  another. 
It  is  important  that  a  child  be  able  to  have  a  loving 
relationship  with  both  parents.  It  is  equally  important 
that  the  child  respect  both  as  well.  Parents  who  are 
willing  to  put  their  children's  interests  before  their  own 
anger  are  much  better  able  to  provide  a  stable  family 
environment. 

4.  Don't  involve  children  in  adidt problems.  Most 
children  are  perceptive  of  their  parents'  feelings  and  may 
feel  drawn  to  console  a  parent's  sad  and  hurt  feelings.  It 
can  therefore  be  very  tempting  to  seek  support  from  their 
children.  Parents  may  not  even  be  aware  that  they  are 
relying  on  their  children  to  meet  their  emotional  needs. 
By  seeking  emotional  support  from  their  children  they 
are  giving  the  message  that  the  adults  in  their  lives  are 
not  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  and  this  in  turn  can 
create  insecurit)'  and  anxiety  for  the  children.  The  central 
task  for  the  parents  is  to  separate  their  feelings  towards 
each  other  as  spouses  from  what  their  children  need  from 
them  as  parents.  Essentially,  one  needs  to  think  of  oneself 
as  having  two  roles  -  one  as  a  separated  person  and  one  as 
a  parent. 

5.  Provide  as  much  stability  and  continttity  in  children's 
lives  as  possible.  By  establishing  a  predictable  routine 
parents  are  able  to  reduce  a  child's  uncertaint)'  and 
insecurit)'.  It  is  helpful  to  establish  a  visitation  schedule 
that  a  child  can  understand.  If  a  schedule  involves  going 
from  one  home  to  another  during  the  week,  a  child 
needs  to  know  who  will  be  picking  him/her  up  from 
school  and  to  whose  home  they  will  be  going.  When 
visitation  occurs  only  a  few  times  each  month  it  is 
important  that  parents  not  dilute  their  visit  with  their 
child  by  always  involving  other  people  in  the  visit. 
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Parents  may  be  well  advised  to  create  an  environment 
where  the  child  feels  he/she  has  rsvo  homes  and  is  not 
going  trom  one  home  to  visit  at  another  home.  To  do 
this,  parents  may  have  clothes  and  toys  that  remain  at 
each  home. 

Finally,  it  is  important  that  as  children  get  older  some 
flexibility  may  be  required  in  scheduling  visits.   A  son 
may  want  to  change  a  weekend  visit  with  his  dad  in 
order  to  participate  in  a  weekend  cub  trip.  This  should 
not  be  seen  as  a  rejection  of  the  parent,  but  as  a  natural 
desire  of  growing  children. 

General  Behaviour  Changes  of  Children 

Almost  all  children  experience  feelings  such  as  anger, 
sadness,  guilt,  self-blame  and  abandonment  during 
separation  and  divorce.  Children  are  required  to  deal 
with  new  stresses,  such  as  changes  in  their  relationship 
with  a  parent,  changes  in  routines,  increased 
responsibilit}',  on-going  parental  conflict,  moving  back 
and  forth  between  two  homes  and,  in  some  cases,  new 
relationships  with  step-parents  and  their  children. 
Children  will  attempt  to  put  some  order  into  their 
disrupted  lives  and  in  so  doing  develop  a  number  of 
behaviours  previously  unobserved  by  the  parents. 

1 .  Expression  of  anger  at  one  or  both  parents. 
Depending  on  the  age  of  the  child,  anger  will  at  times  be 
directed  at  the  parent  the  child  feels  is  responsible  for  the 
separation  or  at  the  custodial  parent  with  whom  the  child 
feels  most  secure  and  safe.  Children  will  often  test  to  see 
how  far  he/she  can  push  and  still  be  loved.  Parents  need 
to  learn  to  step  back  from  some  of  this,  recognize  that  it 
is  a  reaction  to  a 

situation  over  which  the 

child  has  no  control,  and  ESSENTIALL 

tr)'  not  to  overreact. 

2.  Extra  concern  for  and        TO      THINK      O 
vigilance  over  the  parents 
behaviour.  Parents  need  to 
understand  that,  at  least 

initially,  the  child  will  need 

extra  contact  and  extra  reassurance  that  they  are  loved, 

not  to  blame  and  that  they  will  not  be 

abandoned.  At  the  same  time  it  is  important  that  parents 

not  curtail  all  ot  their  adult  relationships  and  activities. 

3.  Regressive  behaviours.   As  a  reaction  to  his/her 
insecurit}',  the  child  may  seek  out  a  time  which  was  more 
secure.  This  may  mean  a  young  child  may  become  a  bed 
wetter  again,  or  may  return  to  sucking  his  thumb. 
Another  child  may  become  less  independent  than  he/she 
once  was.  As  the  family  becomes  reorganized  and  gains 
stability,  the  child  will  become  increasingly  secure  and 
the  regressive  behaviours  will  disappear. 

4.  Fears  that  show  up  as  bad  dreams  or  not  wanting  to 
go  to  school.  Once  again  parents  need  to  give  their  child 
reassurance  and  understanding,  without  giving  the 
message  to  the  child  that  he/she  is  not  able  to  deal  with 
the  fears.  Therefore,  children  need  to  be  encouraged  to 
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continue  to  sleep  in  their  own  room  even  though  they 
have  bad  dreams,  and  children  need  to  continue  regular 
attendance  at  school. 

5.     Taking  on  adult  behaviours.   In  an  attempt  to 
comfort  a  parent  who  is  lonely  and  feeling  helpless  a 
child  may  take  on  the  role  and  worries  of  an  adult.  If  a 
child  is  allowed  to  do  this  and  is  not  given  the 
reassurance  that  the  adults  are  capable  of  taking  care  of 
themselves  and  their  adult  responsibilities,  he  or  she  will 
delay  progress  through  their  age-appropriate 
developmental  roles  and  tasks.  Parents  need  to  find 
support  lor  themselves  trom  other  adults  so  that  the  child 
is  allowed  to  remain  at  their  developmental  stage.  This  is 
not  to  say,  however,  that  a  child  should  not  take  on  any 
extra  responsibilities.    It  is  not  unreasonable  that,  in  the 
face  of  fewer  resources  in  the  home,  children  may  be 
expected  to  take  on  more  household  chores  and 
responsibilities.  Again,  it  is  important  to  keep  tasks  and 
responsibilities  to  age-appropriate  levels. 

In  addition  to  tr^'ing  to  take  care  of  a  parent, 
children  will  also  assume  adult  worries.  How  will  we  pay 
the  rent/mortgage?  Can  we  afford  the  groceries?  Should 
we  be  buying  furniture  for  the  new  home?  Will  we  be 
able  to  pay  the  school  fees?  Again,  it  is  important  that 
children  be  reassured  that  the  adults  are  able  to  take  care 
of  these  adult  problems.  At  the  same  time  it  is  important 
to  let  children  know  that  there  may  be  a  change  in  their 
standard  of  living  and  to  inform  them  of  changes  that 
will  be  necessary. 

Children  don't  always  want  to  or  know  how  to  talk 
about  the  things  that  bother  them.  They  may  say  "I  don't 
know"  when  asked  questions  or  do  other  things  that 

make  parents  feel  shut  out. 
For  younger  children  it  is 
Y         ONE      NEEDS     helpful  to  use  stor)'  books 

that  have  separation  and 
F      ONESELF      AS      divorce  as  theme  in  order 

to  help  children  express 
their  feelings.  Older 
children  and  adolescents 
may  feel  more  comfortable 
talking  with  other  adults  or  peers  than  with  their  own 
parents. 

If  you  think  that  your  child  is  having  difficulties 
dealing  with  the  separation  and  divorce  over  a  prolonged 
period  of  time  or  if  you  are  concerned  about  their 
behaviours,  you  may  wish  to  seek  consultation  with  a 
counsellor  or  have  your  child  talk  to  one.  In  so  doing, 
the  problems  can  often  be  worked  out  successfully. 
Finally,  it  is  important  to  note  that  childrens'  adjustment 
to  separation  and  divorce  is  influenced  positively  if  both 
parents  are  confident  in  their  capacity  to  manage,  are 
available  to  the  children,  and  the  situation  is  as  conflict- 
free  as  possible.  By  focusing  on  the  best  interests  of  the 
children  and  on  your  role  as  a  parent  in  meeting  their 
needs,  you  will  do  much  to  ameliorate  the  difficulties  of 
the  children. 
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B\-  Maria  Tratt 


MiJiael  Lord  '96,  Eric  Pedicelli  '96 


On  Sunday,  May  5,  Sel\v)'n  House  School 
participated  in  the  first  Telethon  hosted  by  The 
Kidney  Foundation  of  Canada.  Chaired  by  Helaine 
Baril,  the  event  took  place  at  the  offices  of  Schwartz 
Levitsky  Feldman  in  Montreal.  Thirty  six  SHS 
Grade  10  and  1 1  students  filed  in  at  9:30  A.M.  and 
tor  three  and  a  halt  hours  worked  tirelessly  for  a 
cause  that  has  long  held  the  attention  ot  their 
school. 

Collectively,  and  with  the  encouragement 
of  Nancy  Allard-Coutu,  Selwyn  teacher  and 
dedicated  co-ordinator  of  Kidney  Foundation 
fundraising  events,  the  boys  were  instrumental  in 
raising  well  over  S 1 ,000,  a  figure  that  is  five 
times  their  estimated  objective. 

For  the  past  8  years,  SFiS  has  focused  its 
charit)'  work  on  this  deserving  cause  by  holding 
an  annual  peanut  sale  during  the  first  months 
of  the  school  year.  As  a  result  of  its  devoted 
etitorts,  Sel\\yn  has  consistently  remained  the 
eading  school  in  Canada  in  its  fundraising 
campaign. 

Mme  Allard-Coutu  took  over  from  her 
predecessor  when  she  joined  the  faculty  six 
\  cars  a^o,  never  Siuessino  that  the  event 
w  ould  flourish  to  the  extent  that  it  has  nor 
that  she  would  become  so  involved 
personally. 

The  Foundations  mandate  hit  a  little  too 
close  to  home  when,  in  the  spring  of  1994, 
she  lost  a  great-uncle  to  kidney  disease. 
"Having  witnessed  first  hand  the  realities 
of  a  dialysis  center,  the  urgent  need  for 
organ  donations,  the  qualit)'  of  patient 
services,  and  above  all,  the  meaning  ot  hope,  I  wished 
more  than  ever  that  we  (SHS)  would  continue  to  raise 
money  for  the  millions  of  victims  atillicted  with  this 
disease,"  said  Mme  Allard-Coutu  in  reterence  to  the 
experience  that  heightened  her  enthusiasm  and  solidified 
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Adrian  Schauer  '96,  Prdct^t 


her  conviction  to  continue  solicitations  for  the 
organization. 

To  Mme  Allard-Coutu,  who  also  teaches  all  levels  of 
French  to  Grades  7,  10,  and  1 1,  and  film-making  as  an 
arts  option  to  Selwyn  seniors,  extra-curricular  activities  are 
second  nature.  It  is  she  who  has  spearheaded  the 
organization  of  Les  Echanges  Franco-Canadiens  and  is  in 
the  process  of  organizing  an  interdisciplinary  trip  to  the 
Greek  Islands  and  Paris  for  Selw)'n's  Middle  School  in 
collaboration  with  Trafalgar  School  for  March  1 997. 

As  for  Sunday's  event,  she  was  extremely  pleased  with 
the  majority  of  the  boys  who  "displayed  not  only  a 
superior  level  of  maturity  but  also  rose  to  the  occasion  by 
persevering  despite  the  many  negative  responses  that  they 
received." 

Special  thanks  go  out  to  Sharon  Cozens,  Director  of 
Admissions  at  SHS,  who  documented  the  event,  and  to 
the  offices  of  Schwartz  Levitsky  Feldman  for  a  gracious 
welcome  and  the  two  meals  they  provided  for  all  the 
volunteers. 

The  money  raised  will  help  subsidize  a  summer  camp, 
offer  massotherapy  treatments  and  organize  social 
activities,  such  as  the  annual  Kidney  Foundation 
Christmas  party  for  the  children  and  their  families.  Other 
services  financed  in  small  part  by  Selwyn's  contributions 
include  research,  the  promotion  of  public  awareness  and 
organ  donation. 


Mme  Nancy  Allard-Couru  and  Joseph  Flanders  '96,  Prefect 


Christopher  Eich  97 
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New  Math 

Programme 

has  Added 

Potential 


By  Carol  Manning 
Elementary  School  Director 

^7  t  is  9:20  A.M.  in  a  Grade  2  classroom,  and  the 
M  ^    Students  are  working  in  pairs.  One  of  the  students 
\^     in  each  pair  is  reading  from  the  text  the  clues  for  a 
logic  grid.  The  other  is  manipulating  the  cardboard  grid 
and  the  nine  letters  which  must  be  placed  on  it.  John 
begins  reading  the  third  clue.  They  have  placed  two 
letters  using  the  first  two  clues.  This  third  clue 
contradicts  one  of  their 
initial  placements.  Jessie 
repeats  what  John  has  read 
in  a  questioning  tone, 
making  sure  he  has  heard 
correctly.  John  says,  "Yes," 
and  looks  over  at  the  grid. 
Jessie  scratches  his  head, 
removes  the  letter  and 
says,  "Let's  try  it  here." 
John  goes  back  and  reads 
the  first  two  clues  silently, 
his  lips  moving.  Having 
checked  that  this 
placement  does  not  violate 
one  of  the  first  two  clues, 
he  says,  "Okay."  Jessie 
waits  for  him  to  read  the 
next  clue,  and  they 
continue  to  work  in  this 
fashion  (Excerpts  from 
Field  Notes,  October  16,  1995). 

These  boys  are  working  on  Grade  2  logic  problems 
from  Challenging  Mathematics.  More  commonly  known 


The    "  c  h  a 

THE     CALL 

THE     I  N  VI 

BECOME 

ENGAGED     I 

\N     UNDERS 

M  ATH  E 

by  its  French  title,  Defi  Mathematique,  it  is  a 
Kindergarten  to  Grade  6  mathematics  programme  which 
was  developed  in  the  mid-seventies  by  two  Quebec 
teachers,  Robert  and  Michel  Lyons.  To  date,  the 
programme  has  been  adopted  by  many  school  boards  in 
Quebec,  including  the  Protestant  School  Board  ol 
Greater  Montreal,  and  it  is  used  extensively  in  New 

Brunswick,  particularly  in 
the  French  school  boards. 
Originally  written  in 
French,  the  series  has  been 
translated  into  English  at 
all  levels. 

The  programme  is  very 
different  from  most  on  the 
market.  Selwyn  House 
started  looking  at  this 
programme  three  years 
ago.  The  authors  have 
conducted  several 
workshops  at  the  school, 
including  an  evening  for 
parents.  For  the  past  two 
years,  we  have  used  parts 
of  the  programme,  most 
often  the  logic  sections, 
for  enrichment,  and  we  are 
now  prepared  to 
implement  the  programme  in  its  entiret}'  in  Kindergarten 
-  Grade  2.  The  consequences  of  choosing  Challenging 
Mathematics  are  profound.  It  is  a  radical  departure  from 
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the  traditional  programmes  which  we  have  used  to  date, 
and  it  requires  a  commitment  to  its  philosophy  as  well 
as  its  strategies  of  instruction. 

The  programme  is  grounded  in  a  constructivist 
approach  to  mathematics.  It  does  not  "teach"  concepts 
and  operations.  The  students  come  to  understand  the 
concepts  through  their  experience:  they  create  meaning 
through  their  manipulation  of  materials  and 
involvement  in  problem  solving.  The  "challenge"  is  the 
call  to  action,  the  invitation  to  become  actively  engaged 
in  building  an  understanding  of  mathematics.  This  does 
not  mean  that  the  programme  is  any  less  rigorous,  nor 
does  it  mean  that  specific  skills  such  as  master)-  of 
'timestables'  and  quick  mental  arithmetic  are  not 
important.  On  the  contrar)',  the  students  should  be 
better  prepared  to  use  the  mathematics  at  their 
command  in  response  to  a  variety  of  situations  and 
settings,  not  merely  those  on  the  page  of  a  textbook. 
Critical  thinking  is  central  to  the  programme. 

We  are  ver\'  excited  about  the  potential  for  this 
programme.  We  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  and 
energ)'  in  professional  preparation  and  planning  and  we 
look  forward  to  its  implementation  in  September  1 996. 
Kindergarten  to  Grade  2  will  be  the  first  to  use  the 
programme  in  the  coming  school  year,  and  every 
subsequent  vear  the  succeeding  grade  will  be  added: 
Grade  3  in  1997,  Grade  4  in  1998,  Grade  5  in  1999, 
and  Grade  6  in  2000.  SeKvyn  House  is  ready  to  accept 
the  challenges  of  Defi  Mathematique. 


Class  of  2005  -  all  photos  from  left  to  right 

1 .  Patrick  Malouf  and  Charles-Alexandre  Vennat 

2.  Olivier  Saleh  and  Bronson  Kiu 

3.  Nicolas  Cazelais,  Simon  Leblanc,  Max  Rosenstein 

and  Morgan  Sweibel 

4.  Andrew  Bloomfield  and  Niki  Thorpe 
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The  Tempest,  a  Magical  Wonder 


By  Byron  Harker 


On  April  11,  12,  and  13  the  Selwyn  House  Senior 
Plavers  presented  Shakespeare's  The  Tempest  in  a  highly 
polished  production  that  emphasized  the  wonder  of 
magic.  The  opening  scene,  for  example,  was  a  frightening 
shipwreck  during  a  tempest  evoked  by  a  powerful 
soundtrack,  a  fog  machine,  strobe  lights,  ropes,  nets,  and 
some  truly  believable  mariners  and  passengers. 

Chris  Aranda  "96  played  with  impressive  authorit)' 
and  imagination  the  main  character  in  the  play,  Prospero, 
who  with  magic  convenes,  tortures,  and  entertains  his 
enemies  and  their  attendants;  and  brings  together  in  love 
and  marriage  his  beautiful,  naive  daughter  Miranda 
(Annemarie  Rued,  Traf  '96)  and  the  crown  prince  of 
Naples,  the  conspicuously  eligible  Ferdinand  (Joseph 
Ayas  '96). 

Gandhar  Chakravarty  '96  played  Prospero's  able 
lieutenant,  the  island  spirit  Ariel.  Gandhar,  outfitted  for 
the  occasion  like  Aladdin's  genie,  brought  to  his  role 
energetic  exhilaration,  able  musicalit)',  and  courage. 

Ariel's  foil,  a  sub-human  monster  named  Caliban, 
came  alive  forcefully  in  the  impressive  debut  of 
newcomer  to  the  Players,  Ian  Ratzer  '98.  In 
combination  with  Prospero  and  his  daughter  Miranda, 
lans  Caliban  was  ferocious  and  threatening;  with  the 
comic  duo  of  Stephano  and  Trinculo,  he  was  hilarious. 

As  Stephano,  a  drunken  butler,  Eric  Pedicelli  '96 
luxuriated  in  the  limitless  comic  possibilities  of  his  role, 
timing  its  slapstick  vainglory  with  spontaneous,  inventive 
grins  and  lurches  new  with  each  show.  As  Trinculo,  a 
jester,  Tom  Watt  '96  responded  with  little  churning  leaps 
and  outcries  that  made  the  bells  on  his  costume 
jingle  with  exactly  the  right  qualit}'  of  grotesque 
foolery.  With  Ian,  they  made  an  immensely  entertaining 
running  joke  of  their  drunkenness. 

The  running  joke  among  another  part}'  of  survivors 
of  the  tempest  was  the  garrulous  character  of  Gonzalo 


(Matthew  McLauchlin  '97),  an  honest  and  warm- 
hearted counsellor  who  had  enabled  Prospero  and 
Miranda  to  sur\'ive  their  banishment  by  secreting 
supplies  and  books  aboard  the  ship  they  were  forced  into. 
Matthew  was  vet)'  funny  in  his  role;  in  the  opinions  of 
many  audience  members,  in  fact,  he  stole  the  show.  His 
comic  turns  he  played  against  Antonio  (Amitabh  Saxena 
'96),  usurping  Duke  of  Milan,  and  Sebastian  (Jamie 
Seguin  96),  brother  to  Alonzo.  Amitabh  and  Jamie  were 
strong  in  their  roles,  which  both  required  arrogant 
wittiness  against  Gonzalo  and  intense  wickedness  against 
Alonzo. 

Yan  Besner  '96  as  Alonzo  showed  convincing  kingly 
posture  and  fatherly  grief,  changing  to  genuine 
repentance  and  joy,  once  Prospero  produced  Ferdinand 
and  Miranda  as  betrothed  lovers.Joseph  Ayas  played 
Ferdinand  with  endearing  simplicit}',  convincing  his 
audience  that  Ferdinands  love  for  Miranda  is  both 
innocent  and  passionate. 

The  show  was  a  great  success  both  as  a  piece  of  art 
and  as  entertainment,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  its  cast  and 
crew  and  to  the  loyalt}'  and  interest  of  the  audiences  that 
came  to  see  it.  The  Senior  Players  continued 
splendidl}"  their  proud  tradition.  No  other  activit}'  during 
the  school  year  involves  so  many  participants  in  so 
ambitious  an  undertaking  or  draws  so  many  people  into 
the  School  to  see  the  results. 


Behind  the  scenes  wkh  Michael  Lord  "96,  Vincent  Mandy  '96, 
and  Mark  McCans  '96 
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Sports 


Inter-Crosse 


By  Martin  Boyle  and  M-mua  Tratt 

A  new  sports  option,  loosely  based  on  what  is  often 
described  as  the  oldest  organized  sport  in  North  America 
because  of  its  origins  among  the  i\lgonquian  Tribes  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  V^alley,  was  introduced  this  spring  at  Selwyn 
House. 

Inter-crosse,  a  derivative  of  lacrosse  (or  baggattaway, 
from  the  Ojibwa  word  pagaataway  for  "ball"),  is  a  new 
activity  now  available  in  a  curriculum  that  is  continuously 
evolving.  Offering  different  options,  like  inter-crosse  and 
martial  arts  (also  a  spring  addition),  ensures  that  the 
athletic  program  adapts  to  meet  the  changing  needs  and 
demands  of  Selwyns  students  while  maintaining  a  variety 
that  avoids  watering  it  down. 

Selwyns  Grade  7  students  play  a  version  of  both  the 
lacrosse  streams  that  have  developed  over  the  centuries. 
First,  the  boys  practise  indoors,  the  7-man  teams 
resembling  box  lacrosse  or  "boxla",  which  is  the  most 
often  played  ot  the  two  forms  in  Canada.  Later  in  the 
season,  they  take  the  sport  outdoors  to  the  SHS  rink  in 
the  Westmount  Arena  once  the  ice  has  been  removed. 
This  version,  with  its  root  in  field  lacrosse,  is  played  by 
teams  of  10  with  the  object  of  getting  the  ball  into  the 
opposing  team's  goal.  This  is  the  preferred  form,  played 
at  international  championships  and  in  England, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  by  many  colleges  along  the 
eastern  seaboard  of  the  US. 


Back  row;  Julian  Simonccta  and  Sasha  .\landy 
Front  row:  Edouard  Robert-Morin  and  Zachan.-  Segal  -  the  class  of  2000 

j*Mthough  the  sport  involves  and,  consequently,  hones 
the  same  skills  as  lacrosse  (passing,  shooting,  cradling, 
and  receiving),  inter-crosse  is  played  with  neither  the 
stick,  nor  the  body  contact  commonly  associated  with  its 
parent  sport. 

Selw)'n"s  Athletic  Department  is  pleased  to  report 
that  inter-crosse  has  caught  on  well  with  the  students 
who  have  displayed  enthusiasm  while  improving  their 
proficiency  and  fitness  level  with  each  class. 


GMAA  Awards 


By  Steve  Mitchell 


SHS  GMAA  award  recipients 

On  Tuesday,  May  14,  the  Selwyn  House  Athletic 
Department  took  1 1  of  the  school's  senior  athletes  to  the 
annual  GMAA  Awards  Banquet  held  this  year  at  the 
Buffet  Antigua  in  the  city's  east  end. 

Over  800  athletes  and  coaches  were  in  attendance 
representing  over  50  schools.  The  evening  featured  each 


athlete  receiving  a  certificate  for  being  the  representative 
of  his  school  sport.  Highlights  also  included  the 
announcement  of  our  school's  most  sportsmanlike  player, 
Scott  Bailey  '96,  and  the  presentation  of  the  GMAA's 
1995-96  School's  Sportsmanship  Award,  which  went  to 
Rosemount  High  School. 

The  following  Selwyn  House  students  were  honoured 
with  awards  presented  to  them  by  Mrs.  Joanne 
MacDonald,  Executive  Director  of  the  Association: 
Eugenic  Burnier  '96  -  Soccer 
Mark  McCans  '96  -  Cross-Countn,^  Running 
Tri-Vihn  "Van  '96  -  Hockey 
Adrian  Schauer  '96  -  Basketball 
Noah  Bloom  '96  -  Cross-Country  Skiing 
Thomas  Sontag  '97  -  "Wrestling 
Josef  Sep  '96  -  Curling 
Jamie  Seguin  '96  -  Rugby 
Yan  Besner  '96  -  Tennis 
Also  in  attendance  were  coaches  Mike  Maurovich, 
Alfie  Paoletti,  Martin  Boyle,  Peter  Govan,  Rob  Moore, 
Kathi  Biggs,  Steve  Mitchell,  (Director  of  Athletics), 
Maria  Tratt,  (editor),  and  Headmaster,  "William  Mitchell. 
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SHS  Athletic  Awards  Banquet 


By  Maria  Tratt 

A  total  of  62  students,  several  of  whom  won  in 
numerous  catagories,  were  honoured  in  12  sports  at 
Sel\v\'n  House  School's  annual  Athletic  Awards  Banquet 
held  this  year  on  Thursday,  May  li. 

Attended  by  an  estimated  400  parents,  students,  and 
facult)',  the  ceremonies  extended  into  the  night  as  a 
special  salute  and  prize  were  given  to  Jack  Martin,  SHS 
faculty  member,  retiring  this  summer  after  33  years. 
Mr.  Martin  was  honoured  for  15  years  of  enthusiasm 
and  dedication  to  the  school's  Athletic  Department. 
More  specifically,  he  was  thanked  for  the  role  he  played 
in  transforming  the  curling  team  into  what  it  is  today: 
one  that  is  consistently  well  prepared  and  competitive. 

Highlights  of  the  evening  included  the  presentation  of 
all  three  rugby  championship  banners  to  the 
Headmaster,  William  Mitchell,  by  the  captains  of  the 
bantam,  midget,  and  senior  teams.  All  three  teams  won 
in  their  division  at  the  GMAA  seven-a-side  invitational 
tournament  held  this  year  at  Bishop's  in  Lennoxville. 

The  following  students  were  inducted  into  the 
Sportsman's  Guild.  Re-elected  were  Chris  Fordyce  and 
Adrian  Schauer  of  this  year's  graduating  class.  New 
from  Grade  10  are  Roberto  Bellini,  James  Brooks, 
and  Peter  Menzel.  And  new  from  Grade  1 1  are  Joseph 
Ayas,  Scott  Bailey,  Eugenio  Burnier,  Graham  Colby, 


Members  ot  the  '96  Sportsman's  Guild 

Eric  Pedicelli,  Jamie  Seguin,  and  Tri-Vihn  Van.  All 
boys  were  awarded  the  coveted  sportsman's  tie. 

Finally,  the  award  that  all  Grade  1  Is  aspire  to,  the 
McMaster  Trophy  Award  honouring  the  Senior 
School  athlete  of  the  year,  was  bestowed  jointly  on 
Eugenio  Burnier  and  Adrian  Schauer. 

Many  thanks  to  all  who  helped  make  the  event  a 
huge  success,  especially  Normand  Brault,  Marc 
Krushelnyski,  and  the  Grade  7  students  who  waitered. 

Congratulations  to  all  the  winners,  the  coaches,  and 
to  Steve  Mitchell,  Athletic  Director.  A  great  night  in 
celebration  of  a  great  year. 


Rugby  Co-Captain  Earns  a  Seat  at  the 
GMAA  Awards  Banquet 


By  Jamie 

Initial  responses  customarily  given  by  Selw)'n  House 
and  other  students  when  they  first  start  rugby  in  Grade 
7  reflect  the  somewhat  particular  positions  and  terms  of 
the  game.  However,  after  five  years  at  the  sport,  one 
rarely,  if  ever,  thinks  about  them. 

Most  parents  speculate  about  all  the  rules, 
questioning  why  certain  plays  happen  while  those  of  us 
on  the  field  are  busy  putting  years  of  practice  to  use. 
Very  few  people  understand  rugby  and  many  do  not 
even  like  the  game,  but  for  the  students  at  SHS  who 
play,  there  is  no  other  spring  sport  like  it. 

Rugby  is  a  graceful,  physical  sport  that  flows  back 
and  forth  across  the  playing  field;  thirty  young  men 
intent  on  defeating  the  opposing  team.  Surprisingly, 
despite  the  lack  of  protection,  the  injuries  that  most 
rugby  players  incur  are  simple  cuts  and  a  lot  of  bruises. 
Some  of  us  do  tape  our  ears  with  the  simple  objective 
of  securing  them  to  our  heads.  What  is  not  apparent  to 
spectators  is  that  the  rules  are  set  and  enforced  so  that 
virtually  no  one  will  be  injured  in  a  legal  tackle. 


Seguin  '96 


Furthermore,  those  that  disobey  these  rules  are  dealt 
withseverely  and  immediately. 

I  love  both  the  physical  and  the  mental  challenges 
that  rugby  demands  of  its  players  because  with  every 
game  played  a  greater  understanding  of  its  subtleties 
is  attained.  No  two  scrums  or  mauls  are  ever  the  same 
and  it  is  that  randomness  that  lends  the  game  much 
of  its  excitement. 

Being  chosen  to  represent  Selw)'n  House's  proud 
rugby  tradition  at  this  year's  GMAA  Athletic 
Banquet,  as  well  as  having  had  the  opportunity  to  be 
co-captain,  along  with  Eugenio  Burnier,  of  Selw)'n's 
senior  rugby  team,  were  great  honours  that  most 
players  only  dream  of 

My  team  and  I  have  always  been  happy  when 
spring  rolls  around  again  and  we  can  tape  back  our 
ears,  don  our  jerseys  and  prepare  for  another  battle 
against  our  opponents. 
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Rugby  Tour  '97 


By  Maria  Tratt 


Selwyn  is  currently  planning  another  overseas  Rugby 
Tour  scheduled  for  xMarch  Break  1997. 

Approximately  32  boys,  a  Senior  team  (under  18) 
and  a  Midget  team  (under  16)  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  visit  Wales,  England,  and  France.  The  students  will  be 
accompanied  by  coaches  Mike  Maurovich,  Alfie  Paoletti, 
Peter  Govan,  David  Cude,  and  Director  of  the  Senior 
School,  Rob  Wearing. 

One  of  the  numerous  successes  of  previous  SHS 
Tours,  the  last  of  which  took  the  teams  to  Ireland,  Wales, 


and  England  in  1994,  has  been  the  equal  division  of 
billeting  with  families  and  staying  together  in  castles, 
hotels,  etc.  The  school  hopes  to  continue  this  tradition 
next  March  and,  although  it  has  yet  to  decide  on  exact 
dates,  SHS  will  keep  alumni  posted  if  any  Old  Boys 
should  wish  to  hook  up  with  friends  and  faculty  from 
back  home. 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  the  school  for  more 
information  concerning  when  the  team  will  be  in  your 
part  of  the  world. 
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Graham  Colby  '96  tries  on  the  Arg)le  bhop's  alumni  jacket  for  size. 

The  jacket,  black  Roots  leather,  comes  in  all  sizes  (even  XXXL) 

and  sells  for  $273,  almost  half  its  retail  value,  $50  of  which  goes  to  the 

Graduation  Fund.  The  school's  name,  crest,  and  individual  graduation 

years  can  be  added  (as  seen  above)  at  no  extra  cost 

and  can  be  purchased  through  the  shop. 


By  Gillian  Delplace, 
Argyle  Shop  Volunteer 


When  the  Argyle  Shop  was  introduced  one  of  its 
goals  was  to  benefit  Selwyn  House  students  and 
parents.  With  the  shop  located  in  the  school,  the 
biggest  advantage  is  convenience.  Parents  also  meet 
other  parents  and  exchange  school  experiences  and 
help  welcome  new  parents  into  the  school  community. 

Yet  another  of  the  shop's  objectives  was  to  put  its 
proceeds  towards  enhancing  school  programmes.  As 
we  buy  directly  from  the  manufacturer,  we  keep  prices 
down  and  keep  the  profits  within  the  school. 

Determining  where  the  profits  will  go  can  sometimes 
be  challenging  as  there  are  so  many  worthy  causes.  The 
only  requirement  is  that  the  end  result  must  benefit 
the  entire  school  community  rather  than  a  select 
group.  Last  year  we  contributed  to  new  computer 
technology  in  the  library  and  the  expansion  and 
upgrading  of  the  SHS  Network. 

This  year,  our  funds  continue  to  help  out  the 
library.  In  talking  to  Virginia  Ferguson,  our  head 
librarian,  her  eyes  lit  up  when  we  told  her  that  we 


would  like  to  help  her  with  the  library's  "Wish  List"! 
So  look  for  additional  computers  and  an  array  of 
new  CD-ROM  reference  titles  in  the  library.  Some 
popular  titles  already  present  in  the  library  include: 
Encarta  '96  Encyclopedia,  The  Ultimate  Human  Body, 
A  Brief  History  of  Time,  The  Canadian  Encyclopedia, 
Eyewitness  Encyclopedias  of  The  History  of  the  World, 
Nature  and  Science,  Grolier  Encyclopedia,  Microsoft 
Dinosaurs  and  How  Things  Work.  So  if  you  have  a 
question,  come  look  it  up  on  one  of  the  library's 
CD's! 

As  you  can  see,  the  Argyle  Shop  functions  not  only 
as  a  place  to  buy  school  uniforms  and  accessories, 
but  also  as  a  special  fundraising  vehicle.  By 
supporting  the  shop,  you  are  also  supporting  the 
school  community  by  contributing  to  its  "Wish 
List".  We  welcome  suggestions  from  the  entire 
school  community:  teachers,  parents,  students  and 
alumni.  Send  us  your  "Wish  List"  idea  for  use  in  the 
coming  years. 
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By  Mr.  Alexis  S.  Troubetzkoy 
(Headmaster  1971-1981) 

In  the  middle  ol  the  night,  May 
28,  1995,  a  7.5  force  earthquake 
struck  Neftagorsk,  Sakhalin  Island. 
Over  2000  people  perished  in  that 
disaster  and  what  remained  of  the 
town  was  levelled.  Sixteen  hundred 
survivors  subsequently  scattered 
throughout  the  island  and  in  Russia's 
hinterland,  sought  refuge  with  family  and  friends  or  in 
temporary  government-provided  accomodations. 

To  help  aid  those  who  lost  all,  lOCC  airlihed,  in  late 
summer,  2.5  tonnes  of  materials  -  principally  blankets, 
bedding,  sanitation  supplies  and  medicines.  This 
humanitarian  assistance  was  made  possible  through  a 
generous  donation  by  Church  World  Service,  an 
ecumenical  organization  headquartered  in  New  York.  In 
October,  a  further  donation  was  received  by  lOCC  from 
the  United  Church  of  Japan  lor  additional  humanitarian 
assistance  to  the  earthquake  survivors. 

The  purpose  of  my  visit  to  Yuzhno-Saklialinsk  was  to 
assess  the  efficacit)'  of  distribution  ot  the  originally- 
delivered  aid  material,  a  task  undertaken  by  the  office  of 
Arkady,  Bishop  of  Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk  and  Kuril  Islands. 
More  importantly,  a  strategy  had  to  be  developed  lor  the 
expenditure  of  the  lately- received  Japanese  donation  -  not 
altogether  obvious,  inasmuch  as  six  months  had  passed 
since  the  disaster. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  this  trip  to  stop-over  in 
Novosibirsk  and  Irkutsk.  The  purpose  here  (as  also  on 
Sakhalin)  was  to  establish  contact  with  worthy  voluntary 
organizations  in  need  whom  lOCC  could  recommend  for 
support  by  organizations,  groups  and  individuals  in  North 
America. 

During  this  trip,  I  spent  time  with  three  organizations 
working  with  orphans  or  abandoned  children,  two 
prison-colonies,  two  agencies  involved  with  the  elderly,  a 
drop-in  centre  for  pensioners,  a  used-clothing  dispensary 
with  fifteen  oudets  in  the  cit)',  a  home-nursing 
programme  and  a  developing  hospice  for  the  terminally 
ill.  In  addition,  I  visited  two  commercial  enterprises  -  a 
Church-related  potato  farm  and  a  private  sausage 
manufacturer,  both  of  which  operate  for  the  support  of 
orphans  or  disabled  pensioners. 

The  1 5-day  route  included  Moscow  to  Yuzhno- 
Sakhalinsk  (8  time  zones);  Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk  to 
Novosibirsk  (5  zones);  Novosibirsk  to  Irkutsk  (3  zones); 
and  Irkutsk  to  Moscow  (6  zones).  Physically,  it  was 
demanding;  emotionally,  it  was  draining;  intellectually,  it 
was  stimulating;  and  spiritually,  it  was  enriching.  In  the 
process,  I've  discovered  Russia. 


By  Dan  Sweeney  '85 

I  have  just  returned  from  an  exciting  two  months  in 
Moscow,  a  city  that,  in  winter,  demands  regimentation 
and  confidence,  qualities  that  Westmounters  are  not 
unfamiliar  with.  Muscovites,  close  to  1 1,000,000  of  them, 
struggle  vibrantly  for  their  economic  security  and  public 
safety  despite  the  cold  continental  climate. 

I  was  in  the  city  visiting  a  very  close  and  candid 
friend,  Natasha,  whom  I  had  met  two  years  ago  when  she 
was  on  an  exchange  programme  organized  by  her  English 
school  in  Moscow  and  The  Study  here  in  Westmount. 
When  in  Moscow,  I  traveled  everwhere  hassle-free, 
efficiently  and  legitimately  and,  with  Natasha  occupied  by 
her  studies  during  the  day,  I  had  the  opportunit}'  to 
wander  the  streets  alone,  participating  in  the  daily  lives  of 
the  cit}''s  people  and  experiencing  the  diversity  of  this 
unique  Eastern  European  production  zone.  All  this 
without  speaking  a  word  of  Russian!  No  city  in  the  world 
to  which  I  have  traveled  compares. 

Renovation  projects  are  on  the  rise;  streets  four  times 
the  size  of  our  own  facilitate  circulation  of  tons  of  goods 
and  millions  of  people  ever)'  day  with  ease;  continuous 
redistribution  of  economic  resources  stabilizes  urban 
sprawl;  and,  political  criticism  has  formed  around  a  cry 
for  equity  based  on  a  net  reduction  in  the  standard  of 
living  over  the  past  eight  years.  Only  the  very  few  have 
prospered,  fueling  jealousy  and  crime,  which  has  brought 
a  significant  increase  in  the  police  presence  on  the  streets. 

Nonetheless,  Moscow  is  a  place  of  hospitalit}'  and 
tradition  and  its  citizens  are  dedicated  to  the  preservation 
of  all  that  is 
conventionally  Russian. 
Natasha  and  her  friends 
served  as  ideal  examples 
of  this  warmth  amidst 
the  storm,  always 
tolerant  and  concerned 
for  my  happiness. 

Just  before  leaving 
this  hiscinating  countr)',  I 
spoke  with  Natasha's  class 
about  Canada.  I  told 
them  that  my  country  is 
one  of  integrit}',  social 
justice,  and  stabilit)',  and 
that  our  reforms  are  built 
progressivel)'  with  the 
strength  of  individual 
liberty  and  the 
conviction  of  nation;il 
identity. 
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Mr.  David  Morgan  attended  Selwyn  House  School  from 
1933-1941  and,  consequently,  has  a  collection  of  memories 
unique  to  that  era.  Fortunately  for  us,  he  has  taken  the  time 
to  record  some  of  the  more  amusing  anecdotes  so  that  he  may 
share  them  with  SHS  alumni  of  all  ages. 

Selwyn  House  was  located  in  an  old  house  on 
Redpath  St.  owned  by  Mr.  Geoffrey  Wanstall,  the 
schools  headmaster,  a  brilliant  man  who  skillfully 
taught  mathematics. 

Mr.  Wanstall  had  put  the  building's  four  floors  to 
good  use;  the  basement  accommodated  the  locker 
rooms,  the  next  two  floors  were  employed  for  all 
activities  related  to  the  school's  daily  curriculum,  and 
the  top  floor  he  maintained  as  his  place  of  residence. 

Once  a  year,  the  Masters  assembled  a  chute  that 
spanned  all  four  floors  for  the  annual  fire  drill.  The 
exercise  entailed  grabbing  hold  of  a  bar  at  the  top  floor, 
swinging  up,  and  gliding  down  feet  first.  Although  at 
first  I  was  terrified,  once  down  I  realized  the  fun 
involved  in  the  maneuver  and  tried  to  sneak  in  another 
ride,  but  to  no  avail. 

Most  days  a  horse-drawn  "trolley"  was  parked  just 
below  the  school  and  there  I  often  bought  french  fries 
liberally  sprinkled  with  vinegar. 


In  those  days,  the  favoured  punishment  was  the 
assignment  of  something  called  a  "cube".  This 
involved  the  accurate  multiplication  of  five  or  six 
figures  whose  answer  had  again  to  be  multiplied  by 
those  same  numbers. 

Hockey  was  a  popular  sport  and  was  played  once  a 
week  at  the  Coliseum,  an  old  wooden  structure,  and 
teams  were  organized  into  Fives. 

Some  extra-curricular  activities  were  no  doubt  very 
different  from  what  is  offered  today  and  Miss 
Edward's  Dancing  School  was  a  fine  example  of 
attitudes  and  traditions  of  a  much  younger  Selw)'n 
House. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  many  of  us  were  sent  to  Miss 
Edward's.  For  most  of  the  boys  the  experience  of 
having  to  ask  a  girl  to  dance  was  crippling  as  we  did 
not  know  the  first  thing  about  either  them  or  the 
strange  steps  we  had  been  told  to  perform.  In 
desperation.  Miss  Edward  invariably  formed  two 
separate  circles,  and  when  the  music  she  had  selected 
stopped,  we  had  no  choice  but  to  dance  with  the  girl 
opposite  us. 

Much  has  changed  since  then,  but  the  memories  are 
as  vivid  as  though  I  had  only  left  SHS  yesterday! 
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Chws  Bruneau  "87  is  practising  law  in  Washington, 
DC,  with  the  firm  of  Rogers  and  Wells  while  his  brothers 
forge  their  own  unique  careers.  MiKE  '88  is  doing  his 
navigational  training  for  the  US  Navy  out  of  Sasebo, 
Japan,  while  ROGER  '92  is  currently  a  junior  at  Boston 
University. 

Jonathan  FeildinG  '89  is  enjoying  living  a  short  drive 
from  the  Rockies  while  working  part-time  for  SNC- 
Lavalin.  As  of  May,  he  has  also  been  attending  classes  en 
route  to  getting  his  Microsoft  Engineer  Certification. 

MiNYA  Gavrihivig  '89  recently  graduated  with  honours 
from  Concordia  University  with  a  Bachelor  of  Electrical 
Engineering.  He  is  this  year's  recipient  of  the  National 
Science  and  Engineering  Research  Council  Postgraduate 
Scholarship  and  is  currently  working  towards  his  PhD  in 
Electrical  Engineering  at  McGill  University. 

Edward  Herba  '89  was  recently  accepted  into  the 
Masters  of  Engineering  program  at  Concordia  University 
where  he  is  specializing  in  composite  materials.  Some  of 
his  research  will  be  presented  in  a  paper  co-authored  with 
a  professor  at  the  International  Conference  on  Metallurg)' 
in  August  1996  in  Montreal.  Edward  was  also  recently 
awarded  a  scholarship  by  the  American  Society  ot  Metals, 
and  this  summer  he  will  be  working  for  Dualam  Inc.  (a 
company  that  designs  and  builds  composite  pressure 
vessels)  as  a  junior  engineer. 

Jessee  Henderson-Ikeman  '95,  and  Jordan 
Sogaransky  '95,  were  recently  accepted  into  the  new 
Honours  Business  Administration  Program  at  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario.  This  pre-administration 
program  begins  at  the  third  year  ot  universit)'  study  and 
is  designed  for  students  with  a  90%  average  or  for  one  of 
the  top  five  students  from  Marianopolis.  Applicants  are 
assessed  on  their  academic  record,  extracurricular 
activities,  achievements,  and  leadership  skills  in  sports, 
performing  arts,  clubs,  student  government  or 
community  service.  Jessee  is  to  be  doubly  congratulated, 
having  been  awarded  a  renewable  scholarship  as  well. 

Jamin  Kerner  '94,  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  fastest 
skaters  in  prep-school  hockey,  is  slated  to  attend  Harvard 
University  this  fall.  Jamin  was  a  Keller  Division  All  Star 
as  a  junior,  and  was  an  essential  component  in  the  New 
Brunswick/Maritimes  team's  arsenal  at  HNIB  last 
summer,  scoring  a  total  of  29  goals. 

FOTIOS  KoTSOVOS  '86  has  completed  his  military 
training  in  the  Greek  army  and  is  presently  living  in 
Greece.  Recently  engaged,  he  is  now  enrolled  in  courses 
for  his  pilot's  license. 


Ian  Kronish  '90  recently  graduated  from  Princeton  in 
high  honours  with  a  major  in  chemistry  and  1st  prize  in 
environmental  studies.  He  plans  to  work  in  New  York 
and  Chicago  for  the  summer  and  then  continue  his 
studies  in  medical  school.  His  brother  MiGHAEl,  '86 
launched  his  company  RighTime  Production  in 
Montreal,  has  produced  several  plays,  and  is  currently 
filming  a  documentary  on  Jackie  Robinson. 

David  Levinson  '91  has  graduated  from  McGill  and 
leaves  July  1,  1996  for  Toronto  and  a  position  at  Nesbitt 
Burns. 

Beverley  MagInnes  '48  is  working  part-time  for  The 
Joint  Educational  Trust,  a  children's  charity,  visiting 
schools  to  solicit  support  for  their  cause.  The  aim  is  to 
aid  children  in  difficult  home  situations  with  litde  money 
by  locating  schools  for  them  to  attend  and  by  offering 
financial  backing  for  their  education  once  a  school  has 
been  found. 

Phu  IPPE  A.  Phaneuf  '92  has  transferred  to  Harvard 
from  the  Universit}'  of  Toronto  and  is  pursuing  an  hon- 
ours Concentration  in  the  History  and  Literature  of 
America. 

Peter  Roden  '71  left  MIT  in  early  spring  to  start  his 
own  company.  At  the  institute  for  eight  years,  Peter 
taught  and  was  responsible  for  introducing  new 
technologies.  His  field  continues  to  be  large-scale 
distributed  computing,  and,  as  a  result,  he  has  done  a  lot 
of  work  on  networks  (some  of  the  early  internet 
activities),  security,  and  electronic  commerce.  Peter's 
history  includes  a  stint  at  Harvard,  which  lasted  a  few 
years,  and,  prior  to  that,  experience  with  some  start-up 
biotech  companies  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area. 

George  Sopel  '86  was  recently  sworn  in  to  the  Bars  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  as  an  attorney-at-law. 

The  following  boys,  who  together  comprise  42%  of  Old 
Boys  currently  studying  at  Marianopolis,  made  the 
Dean's  list  in  the  autumn  '95  session.  All  met  the 
standards  of  academic  excellence  by  maintaining  averages 
of  85%  or  higher:  Mark  Andermann  '94,  Raymond  Ayas  '95, 
Shawn  Bonny  '94,  M.  Mallar  Chakravarr\'  '94,  Leo  Chay  '95, 
Zahoor  Saeed  Chughtai  '94,  Michael  Dorfman  '94, 
Karl  Herba  '95,  Jessee  Henderson-Ikeman  '95, 
Kevin  Sven\'i  Jao  '95,  Te-Hsiu  Lin  '95,  Jordan  Socaransky  '95, 
Jonathan  Stern  '95. 
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Belated  congratulations  go  out  to  PAUL 
Guinness  '89  and  his  brother  Joel  '91 
on  their  marriages  to  Cherv'l  and  Jill  respectively. 

Paul  and  Cheryl  Rae  Homstol  of  Meadow  Lake, 
Saskatchawan,  were  married  in  "Waterloo,  where  they  met 
while  attending  university.  Groomsmen 
were  brothers  Joel  '89  and  Bryan  '93.  In 
attendance  were  Anthony  Beat)'  '90, 
Jamie  Rutledge  '89,  Greg  For  '89,  and 
Danny  Yelin  "89. 
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On  May  21,  1996,  Miss  Mary  McDermott  died  of 
natural  causes  at  the  age  of  81  in  her  home  of  many  years 
in  Dorval.  Miss  McDermott  is  survived  by  a  brother,  Joe, 
and  a  niece,  Linda. 

Born  in  1903  in  New  Brunswick,  Miss  McDermott 
came  to  Selwyn  House  School  in  1971  and  served  as  Mr. 
Alexis  Troubetzkoy's  personal  secretary  during  his  entire 
reign  as  Headmaster. 

In  1981  she  retired,  leaving  the  school  but  never  quite 
the  work  and  continued  to  do  some  secretarial  work  for 
friends  on  the  rare  occasion.  Most  of  her  free  time, 
however,  was  dedicated  to  reading  and  to  listening  to  her 
classical  music  collection. 

Miss  McDermott  was  considered  a  very  quiet  and 
private  individual  and  those  who  worked  alongside  her 
recall  her  efficiency  and  congeniality.  She  cultivated 
amicable  relationships  with  both  students  and  faculty,  and 
will  be  remembered  fondly  by  her  colleagues. 

As  her  only  immediate  family  resides  in  Calgary,  the 
memorial  service  will  not  be  held  until  mid-July.  For 
more  information  concerning  the  exact  date,  please 
contact  the  school. 
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Selwyn  House  School  would  like  to  extend  its 
gratitude  to  the  Moquette  and  Schauer  families  for  their 
generous  donations  of  new  flags  and  flag  stands  and  a  new 
score  board  for  the  Lucas  gym  respectively.  Both  very 
timely  gifts,  they  will  be  enjoyed  by  generations  of  Selwyn 
students  to  come. 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  for  happiness  and 
success  to  Tim  and  all  the  Grads  of  '96.  Many  thanks  to 
Mr.  "Wm.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Rob  Wearing,  all  the  teachers, 
and  all  the  staff  at  SHS.  It  has  been  1 1  memorable  years! 
-  Giro,  Shirly  and  Chris  Martoni 
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Got  a  kick  out  of  the  article  on  wresding  in  the  latest 
edition  of  Veritas.  In  the  early  70's  the  school's  athletic 
program  was  nascent:  budget  for  athletics  was  minimal, 
coaches  at  a  premium,  facilities  non-existent. 

Problem:  how  to  exercise  a  lot  of  boys,  within 
confined  space,  at  low  cost? 

Solution:  wrestling. 

No  independent  schools  taught  it  and  not  many 
public  schools  were  involved.  Few  knew  anything  about 
it;  the  hockey  fraternity  vociferously  scorned  the  very 
idea. 

If  it  were  to  fly,  we  had  to  establish  instant  credibility. 
To  achieve  this,  we  needed  a  skillful,  enthusiastic  and 
resourceful  coach.  (As  it  happened,  we  were  also  seeking  a 
good  football  coach.)  Since  wrestling  was  virtually 
unknown  in  Quebec,  we  advertised  in  The  Globe  and 
Mail. 

Robin  Wearing  applied  having  taught  physical 
eduaction  in  Toronto  and  having  had  an  outstanding 
career  in  athletics  at  Western  where  he  was  all-Canadian 
in  football.  Rob  had  the  touch  with  students  and  faculty. 
The  rest  is  history;  haven't  looked  back  since. 
-  Alexis  Troubetzkoy,  former  Headmaster 
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Stay  Connected 
Visit  Us  at  our  Website 

www.selwyn.ca 


Locaticjn : 

|"ittp  : / /■;•/■•.•/ \:' .se'lv/y  n  oi / 

1 
1            1 

\Y'hat'sNeW?  1   Vhat'sCocl?  1       Handbook 

J. 

NaX  S^sroh    1   N^t  Dire-otory  | 

Newsgroups  |               1 

Welcome  to  Sel\\yn  House  Scliool 

Bientot,  \xt\e  version  de  cette  page  sera  en  fiwn^ais 


tf^-T". 


-  —  iiP-r— -- — n 


Selwyn  House,  an  independent  boys'  school,  provides  students  with  an 

education  of  exceptional  depth  and  scope  in  preparation  for  their  entrance  to 

university.  The  programme  is  complemented  by  a  comprehensive  and 

challenging  athletic  and  extra  curricular  programme.  Each  student  is 

encouraged  to  work  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  to  develop  a  strong  sense  of 

responsibilit}^  toward  the  school  community  and  his  studies.  Our  goals  are 

that  students  will  acquire  positive  attitudes  to  scholarship  and  recreation, 

learn  clarity  of  thinking  and  self  expression  and  guide  themselves  with  a  high 

degree  of  personal  integrity. 


